
Outstanding collection of Joseph Wolf
animal drawings at risk of leaving the
UK

Press release

A temporary export bar has been placed on a set of 120 original drawings of
animals by Joseph Wolf

Export bar is to allow time for a UK gallery or institution to acquire
the collection

A set of 120 drawings of animals worth £119,700 is at risk of leaving the UK
unless a buyer can be found to save the collection for the nation.

Joseph Wolf was a 19th century artist who specialised in natural history
illustrations. He produced works for the British Museum and the Zoological
Society of London and was well known for depicting animals in accurate,
lifelike postures.

The norm of painting an animal in its natural habitat was established by Wolf
and this set of 120 original drawings of animals demonstrates his outstanding
skills and artistry for depiction of animal behaviour.

Arts Minister Lord Parkinson said:

Joseph Wolf’s magnificent drawings of animals in their natural
habitats are a joy to behold as well as a fascinating insight into
natural history illustration in the 19th century. I sincerely hope
a buyer comes forward to save these for the nation.

The Minister’s decision follows the advice of the Reviewing Committee on the
Export of Works of Art and Objects of Cultural Interest. The committee noted
that the collection of drawings held enormous research potential,
particularly as they sit at the intersection of visual arts and intellectual
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inquiry.

Committee member Christopher Baker said:

Joseph Wolf (1820–1899) played a key role in the development of
natural history illustration in Britain by animating and
contextualising his subjects and indicating the habitats and
behaviours of animals – which was a quite different approach to
earlier, more static representations. His fascinating and
accomplished work was highly regarded by Victorian naturalists,
explorers and artists, and appeared in scientific journals, luxury
books with colour plates and more popular, accessible publications.
This substantial group of drawings is of particular interest as it
allows an intimate view of his working processes and observational
skills and has great potential for research on his pioneering
practice and its legacy. Securing the drawings for a public U.K.
collection would be highly desirable.

The RCEWA made its recommendation on the grounds that the collection was of
outstanding significance to the study of natural history art and
illustration.

The decision on the export licence application for the painting will be
deferred for a period ending on 6 February 2023 inclusive. At the end of the
first deferral period owners will have a consideration period of 15 business
days to consider any offer(s) to purchase the painting at the recommended
price of £119,700 (plus £4,940 VAT). The second deferral period will commence
following the signing of an Option Agreement and will last for three months.

ENDS

Notes to editors

Organisations or individuals interested in purchasing the collection1.
should contact the RCEWA on 0161 934 4317.
Provenance: The Library Collection of Henry Broughton, established by2.
Henry Rogers Broughton between 1927 and 1960, United Kingdom, Lord and
Lady Fairhaven, (Acquired through descent from the above. Sold:
Sotheby’s, London, 18 May 2022, Lot 242). Purchased at the above sale by
the present owner.
The Reviewing Committee on the Export of Works of Art and Objects of3.
Cultural Interest is an independent body, serviced by the Arts Council
(ACE), which advises the Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media
and Sport on whether a cultural object, intended for export, is of
national importance under specified criteria.
Arts Council England is the national development agency for creativity4.
and culture. They have set out in their strategic vision in Let’s Create
that by 2030 they want England to be a country in which everyone’s
creativity is valued and given the chance to flourish and where everyone
has access to a remarkable range of high-quality cultural experiences.

https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/


ACE invest public money from the Government and The National Lottery to
help support the sector and to deliver this vision.
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