
Nicolas Poussin painting worth £19
million at risk of leaving UK

Export bar is to allow time for a UK gallery or institution to acquire
the painting
Confirmation is one of Poussin’s most ambitious work and has been in
Britain for almost 240 years

Confirmation, a painting by Nicolas Poussin dating to c. 1637-40, is at risk
of leaving the UK unless a buyer can be found.

Worth £19 million, Confirmation is part of Poussin’s series titled The Seven
Sacraments which is widely regarded as the artist’s most important
commission. The series marked a turning point in Poussin’s career at the
birth of the French classical tradition and at one point had its departure
from Rome blocked by the Pope.

Confirmation is arguably the most significant of Poussin’s paintings from
this series and is notable for its sophisticated composition woven together
by glance and gesture. The painting has been in Britain for almost 240 years
hanging, on several occasions, on the walls of some of the UK’s most
prestigious museums, including Dulwich Picture Gallery and the Fitzwilliam
Museum.

Arts Minister Lord Parkinson of Whitley Bay said:

The unprecedented Seven Sacraments series is an example of Nicolas
Poussin’s extraordinary inventiveness and ‘Confirmation’ stands out
as the most sophisticated work in the commission.

The painting has had a profound impact on British art over the last
240 years and I sincerely hope a buyer comes forward to save it for
the nation.

The minister’s decision follows the advice of the Reviewing Committee on the
Export of Works of Art and Objects of Cultural Interest. The committee agreed
that this is an extraordinary painting with a fascinating British history and
that its importance could not be overstated. Poussin was a seminal European
artist and Confirmation epitomises his technique of visual expression,
intense emotion and harmony of design based on abstract form. In addition,
the committee noted that the profound story in the painting is carefully
articulated in a masterful way, making this painting the most interesting and
beautiful of The Seven Sacraments series.

Committee Member Christopher Baker said:

Nicolas Poussin’s cycle of paintings each depicting one of the
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Seven Sacraments of the Church was revolutionary: no artist had
treated the theme in this way before. He transports you to the
early years of Christianity and depicts solemn rites with a
profound knowledge of archaeology and a supreme artistic
sensitivity. ‘Confirmation’ is arguably the most accomplished in
the sequence: it shows children quietly affirming their faith
before a priest, watched by their families, with every gesture and
glance carefully calibrated. Such a moving painting would represent
a powerful addition to the artist’s works in U.K. collections.

Poussin’s Sacraments, which have been in Britain since the 1780s,
were painted for the important Roman polymath and collector
Cassiano dal Pozzo and their restrained classicism had a profound
impact on many later artists. This fascinating context adds further
weight to the desirability of Confirmation becoming an inspired
acquisition. Every effort should be made to support this endeavour.

The committee made its recommendation on the grounds that the departure of
the painting from the UK would be a misfortune owing to its outstanding
significance to the study of Nicolas Poussin’s work and its influence on
British art and culture.

The decision on the export licence application for the painting will be
deferred for a period ending on 9 January 2023 inclusive. At the end of the
first deferral period owners will have a consideration period of 15 Business
Days to consider any offer(s) to purchase the painting at the recommended
price of £19,000,000. The second deferral period will commence following the
signing of an Option Agreement and will last for six months. Offers from
public bodies for less than the recommended price through the private treaty
sale arrangements, where appropriate, may also be considered by the Minister.
Such purchases frequently offer substantial financial benefit to a public
institution wishing to acquire the item.

ENDS

Notes to editors

Organisations or individuals interested in purchasing the painting1.
should contact the RCEWA on 0845 300 6200.
Details of the painting are as follows: Nicolas Poussin (Les Andelys2.
1594–1665 Rome) Confirmation, about 1637–40 Oil on canvas, 95.5 x 121 cm
The painting is in good condition. There is a compound tear just left of
centre, through and above  the kneeling child in red, with old
retouchings visible. Some of the blues have sunk, notably in the  woman
to the left. Although the painting has been relined, passages of quite
thick impasto remain  intact, for example in the yellows and the white
turban
Provenance: Commissioned as part of a series of seven sacraments in Rome3.
by Cassiano dal Pozzo (1588–1657); by inheritance to Cosimo Antonio dal
Pozzo (d. 1739), grandson of Cassiano’s younger brother, Carlo Antonio
(d. 1689), and then to Cosimo’s daughter, Maria Laura Boccapaduli (d.



1771); by inheritance to the Boccapaduli family, Rome, who sold the
series to Sir Robert Walpole (1676–1745) before its export from Italy
was denied by the Pope; sold in 1785 by James Byres (1733–1813), Rome,
on behalf of the Boccapaduli family to Charles Manners, 4th Duke of
Rutland (1754–1787), Belvoir Castle, Grantham, Leicestershire; thence by
descent to the present owner.
The Reviewing Committee on the Export of Works of Art and Objects of4.
Cultural Interest is an independent body, serviced by Arts Council
England (ACE), which advises the Secretary of State for Digital,
Culture, Media and Sport on whether a cultural object, intended for
export, is of national importance under specified criteria.
Arts Council England is the national development agency for creativity5.
and culture. Its strategic vision in Let’s Create is that, by 2030,
England should be a country in which the creativity of everyone is
valued and given the chance to flourish and where everyone has access to
a remarkable range of high-quality cultural experiences. ACE invests
public money from the government and the National Lottery to support the
sector and deliver the vision. Following the Covid-19 crisis, ACE
developed a £160 million Emergency Response Package, with nearly 90 per
cent coming from the National Lottery, for organisations and individuals
needing support. It is also one of the bodies administering the
government’s unprecedented £1.96 billion Culture Recovery Fund.
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