
News story: UK business on the menu:
The South East set for a record year,
says Liz Truss

Chief Secretary to the Treasury, Liz Truss, visits wine and cheesemakers
in the South East to highlight the success of home-grown produce and
their economic potential

Minister champions local businesses in the South East and urge them to
take advantage of global exporting opportunities

Today (11 January 2019), visiting Winterdale Cheesemakers who are whetting
local appetites with its award-winning Kentish cheese, and Hush Heath Wine
Estate who specialise in sparkling rosé, Liz Truss will champion the success
of the UK food and drink industries.

The UK cheese sector is going from strength to strength in terms of export
demand, highlighting the economic opportunities available to businesses large
and small from new markets.

Latest figures show that cheese exports alone were worth over £600 million to
the UK economy, rising by nearly a quarter in 2017 driven by increased demand
from Asian markets.

The Chief Secretary to the Treasury, Liz Truss said:

The South East is leading the way as one of the UK’s strongest
exporting regions, offering impressive local-grown produce.

People around the world enjoy the best of British cheese and wine
and we want this success to continue, ensuring UK businesses have
every opportunity to increase their trade which will lead to more
jobs and higher wages.

The South East is the UK’s strongest region for exports, exporting the
highest value of goods in of any UK region. Since 2010 employment is higher
and unemployment has also fallen faster in the South East than in London,
with over 360,000 more people in employment and 140,000 more businesses.
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