
News story: The Royal Centre for
Defence Medicine pays tribute to the
wreck of His Majesty’s Hospital Ship
Glenart Castle

The Dive Team were heavily reinforced by members of the Royal Engineers
Sports Diving Association and training took place over many months to ensure
both teams were ready to dive in this remote location.

HMHS Glenart Castle sank 100 years ago when she was torpedoed by a German U-
boat, resulting in over 160 lives lost including Medical Officers and Nurses.
She currently lies at 73m in the Bristol Channel, 40 nautical miles from
Padstow. During the dive two memorial plaques were fixed to the wreck on
behalf of Royal Centre for Defence Medicine and the Thame Remembers Project;
these plaques marked the centenary of the sinking and the end of World War 1.

The dive was poignant to those working for Defence Medical Services and the
Royal Centre for Defence Medicine as the newly opened modern Tri-Service Mess
for those serving at the Royal Centre Defence Medicine, Queen Elizabeth
Hospital Birmingham has been named after the Hospital Ship.

On the 21 July 2018, the Defence Medical Services Diving Association dived
the wreck of His Majesty’s Hospital Ship Glenart Castle. MOD Crown Copyright.

Major Henrietta Poon of the Royal Army Medical Corps said:

We remember the brave Medical Officers, Nurses and Service
Personnel who perished onboard HMHS Glenart Castle. It was a
particularly poignant moment for me as a serving Military Doctor to
complete this dive and lay tributes at their final resting place.

The Commanding Officer of the Royal Centre Defence Medicine, Colonel Jo
Palmer, said:

This challenging project to place Commemorative Plaques on HMHS
Glenart Castle is a fitting tribute to all those on board who gave
their lives whilst serving their country, and illustrates the
enduring nature of the ethos and values of the military medical
services.
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