
News story: New process for artists
and sportspeople entering from Ireland

It will be free to use and mean that eligible individuals in sporting and
creative industries will be able to work in the UK for up to 3 months,
bringing into line their entry conditions when arriving from other
destinations.

These new arrangements will allow musicians and sportspeople from countries
such as Australia and America to apply for leave to enter remotely, putting
an end to their requirement to apply for a visa to perform in the UK when
entering through Ireland.

This change follows close work with the sector and builds on the government’s
already strong commitment to the creative industry. In June 2018 for example
the exceptional talent visa was opened up to include leading fashion
designers.

Immigration Minister Caroline Nokes said:

Our creative industries are world leading. Not only do we produce
elite talent, but we also host some of the most exciting live
events in the world.

Ensuring the best international talent can perform in the UK is
vital for the creative industries’ continued success and that is
why we launched this new process, ensuring creative talent can
easily arrive to perform in the UK directly from Ireland.

I look forward to continuing to work with UK Music and the wider
sector so our leading live music industry can continue to thrive.

UK Music’s CEO Michael Dugher said:

I am delighted to have worked, alongside our Live Music group, with
the Home Office to identify a solution so that non-EU artists and
their crews can still enter the UK via Ireland under a Certificate
of Sponsorship.

The live music industry, which contributes around £1 billion to the
economy, will put this into practice so that we can continue to
attract the biggest and most talented global artists to perform at
our world-leading concerts, festivals and venues.

Individuals will be required to have a Certificate of Sponsorship under the
Tier 5 (Temporary worker – Creative and Sporting) route, which has been in
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existence since 2008. It provides an option for those non-EEA, non-visa
nationals in the sporting and creative sector to undertake short-term
engagement in the UK without being required to hold a visa to enter the UK.

You can read detailed common travel area information on the process.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/common-travel-area

