News story: Lord Duncan opens National
Decommissioning Centre

The National Decommissioning Centre (NDC) was opened today [11l January 2019]
by UK Government Minister Lord Duncan and Paul Wheelhouse MSP, Scottish
Government Energy Minister, in Newburgh in North-East Scotland’s Energetica
Corridor.

The government ministers joined industry and civic leaders to celebrate the
launch of this long-term partnership between the 0il & Gas Technology Centre
and the University of Aberdeen. The NDC is part of the Aberdeen City Region
Deal, from which it has received £180million in funding.

UK Government Minister Lord Duncan welcomed the centre’s opening:

The National Decommissioning Centre is a real and tangible benefit
to the region of the Aberdeen City Region Deal. This presents an
exciting opportunity to establish a centre of excellence in the
North-East of Scotland which will develop new capabilities, skills
and jobs to meet the decommissioning challenge now and in the years
ahead. It will be funded in partnership by the UK Government,
Scottish Government, University of Aberdeen, Robert Gordon
University and the private sector.

It’s been two years since the Aberdeen City Region Deal started to
make a huge difference to the region’s economy. The Deal is helping
to boost jobs and prosperity and is driving growth across the
region. To date the UK Government has committed more than £1.1
billion to City Region Deals right across Scotland.
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The centre will receive £90million in funding from both the UK and Scottish
Governments as well as funding from the University of Aberdeen and the
private sector.

The NDC aims to become a global leader in decommissioning as well as academic
research into the area. The centre is home to the most powerful industrial
laser of its kind at an academic insitution in the UK and a supercomputer
cluster.
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