
News story: Could your experiment fly
on the International Space Station?

International Space Station. Credit: NASA.

There is a growing community of scientists looking to experiment in
microgravity – where astronauts and objects float weightlessly. The UK Space
Agency will select a number of ideas for development which could then be
flown on board the International Space Station.

The UK can propose national experiments through the European Space Agency’s
European Exploration Enveloped Programme, ensuring UK science benefits
directly from human spaceflight.

The unique environment of the ISS offers a great opportunity to investigate
novel materials, life in space, the human body, fluid physics, new
technologies and many other things. Previous experiments with UK involvement
have created new metal alloys, studied microorganisms and analysed changes to
the human voice.

The European Space Agency announced in December 2016 that it intends for all
of the astronauts that were selected in Tim Peake’s 2009 class to be assigned
a second mission.

Libby Jackson, Human Spaceflight and Microgravity Programme Manager at the UK
Space Agency, said:

“This programme gives UK researchers and businesses the chance to do real
science in space.

“Microgravity provides a unique facility for scientific research, allowing us
to gain new knowledge that will improve life on Earth.”

Ideas are welcomed from all UK organisations, including university-led
academic research proposals and industry-led commercial research proposals.

Applications ideas will then be invited to provide full detailed experiment
proposals. Subject to confirmation must be received by 28 February 2018.
Selected of future funding, a number of these experiments will be selected
for development and nomination to ESA for flight.

View full details of the call.
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