
New Attorney General appointed

The Prime Minister has appointed Victoria Prentis as Attorney General of
England and Wales and Advocate General for Northern Ireland.

The Attorney General will oversee the work of the Law Officers Departments
which include the Crown Prosecution Service and Serious Fraud Office, and the
Government Legal Department and HM Crown Prosecution Service Inspectorate.

The Attorney General also carries out a number of functions in the public
interest, such as considering unduly lenient sentences, and taking action
when there has been a contempt of court. These functions are carried out
independently of their role as a Government minister.

Commenting on her appointment, Attorney General Victoria Prentis said:

I am honoured to be appointed as Attorney General for England and
Wales and look forward to working with my officials and with the
many excellent professionals across the Law Officers’ Departments.
I am delighted to be returning to the law, having spent seventeen
years as a government lawyer before being elected to Parliament.

I want to thank my predecessor Rt Hon Michael Ellis KC MP who twice
served in the role and has left me with such a strong record to
build upon.

One of my first priorities is to continue the government’s work in
rebuilding confidence in our justice system, particularly with
victims.

I am proud to be joining the Attorney General’s Office, a unique
and historic government department that makes law and politics work
together at the heart of the UK constitution.

Victoria Prentis’ biography:

Victoria Prentis was appointed Attorney General on 25 October 2022. Victoria
was previously Minister of State at the Department for Work and Pensions from
7 September 2022 to 25 October 2022. Her responsibilities included the labour
market and Universal Credit. Previous to that she served as Minister of State
at the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs from 16 September
2021 to 7 September 2022, covering fisheries, farming and food.

Before that, she was Parliamentary Under Secretary of State at the Department
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for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs from 14 February 2020 to 15 September
2021.

She was elected as the Conservative MP for Banbury in May 2015.

Political career

Victoria served on the Justice Select Committee from 2015 to 2019, the Joint
Committee on Statutory Instruments from 2015 to 2017, and as a lay member on
the Speaker’s Advisory Committee on Works of Art from 2019.

Victoria also served as Parliamentary Private Secretary to the Attorney
General from 2019 to 2020, to the Leader of the House of Commons from 2017 to
2019, and to Junior Ministers at the Department for Transport from 2016 to
2017.

Career outside politics

Victoria was called to the bar in 1995. For seventeen years Victoria was a
lawyer for the Treasury Solicitors’ Department and headed up the government’s
Justice and Security team. Her responsibilities included providing advice on
military, prisons and national security matters and representing the
government in court.


