
My Question to the Minister during an
Opposition Day debate on the cost of
living and food insecurity

Rt Hon Sir John Redwood MP (Wokingham) (Con): Does the Minister agree that
there is no reason why we should not produce 100% of the temperate food that
we need? We lost a huge amount of market share when the common agricultural
policy was introduced, and some of us want to get that back now that we are
out of the CAP. Is it not better to cut the food miles and rely on local jobs
and local production?

Victoria Prentis (The Minister of State, Department for Environment, Food and
Rural Affairs): It is also a pleasure to talk to my right hon. Friend about
these matters. I have also spoken to him many times, in this instance about
his plan to boost horticulture, particularly fruit and vegetable production,
in his constituency and, indeed, across the nation. Fruit production has
fallen to 16% of what we consume nationally, and fruit is one of the very few
foodstuffs whose price has risen in comparative terms over the last 10 years
when the price of most other foodstuffs has fallen.
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