
My Question to the Government about
NHS England Funding – Announcement to
Media

Sir John Redwood (Wokingham) (Con): Given that in the last two years very
large sums of money have been spent on test and trace, establishing a
successful vaccine programme, Nightingale capacity and other one-offs for the
pandemic, how much of that money will become available to spend on the other
work that is now so desperately needed in the NHS?

Minister of State (Mr Edward Argar): My right hon. Friend will know that by
far and away the overwhelming majority of that money was one-off spending to
tackle the pandemic in its most acute phase. We will need to continue to
spend some of that on therapeutics, vaccinations and similar.

On other things, such as the significant increase in infrastructure and
understanding that we have built in test and trace and in testing and
diagnostic capacity, I am looking at how a long-term legacy can be born of
that and how we can transition the learnings and infrastructure from that to
continue to deliver for patients in more normal times.
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