
My question on the WHO Pandemic Treaty
negotiations
Sir John Redwood (Wokingham) (Con):

Will the Minister then publish the amendments that the Government are
seeking? He says, rightly, that he needs a very different treaty from the one
that we see on offer. He needs to persuade other nations, so he should be
making a public case; we would then not be so suspicious. There must be no
new legal requirement imposed on the United Kingdom.

Andrew Stephenson (Minister for Health and Secondary Care):

We do not envisage any new legal requirements being imposed on the United
Kingdom, and any changes to our domestic ability to react to any future
pandemic would be unacceptable and cross one of our red lines. In this urgent
question and in the Westminster Hall debate, which I know my right hon.
Friend also participated in, I was as clear as I could be on the UK’s red
lines in these negotiations. We have been up front with both Parliament and
our international partners in saying that the current text is not agreeable
to us, and we are seeking significant changes if we are to reach an accord
that will be signed by the United Kingdom.
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