
My question on the Post Office
Governance and Horizon Compensation
Schemes – UKGI governance

John Redwood (Wokingham) (Con):

Will the Secretary of State review the governance of UKGI? How did it manage
to preside over the Post Office with its dreadful treatment of sub-
postmasters? How did UKGI allow senior Post Office managers to rack up and
accumulate losses of £1,390 million, effectively bankrupting the Post Office
so that it can now trade only if it has the reassurance of massive cash
infusions from the Treasury on a continuing basis? Surely this body has done
very badly, and we need a better answer.

Kemi Badenoch (The Secretary of State for Business and Trade):

That is one of the reasons why we have been making personnel changes in this
area. It goes back to the point I was making in the statement: Post Office
needs an effective chair. Until the day I had the conversation dismissing
him, I never had any correspondence from Mr Staunton about difficulties that
he was having with UKGI. If he was having difficulties, he should have told
me, rather than give an interview to The Sunday Times effectively stating
that he had no control over the organisation that he had been appointed to
run.
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