
My Interventions in the Draft Postal
Packets (Miscellaneous Amendments)
Regulations 2023 (2)
The form of this statutory instrument is to amend regulations relating to
foreign postal packets. It includes GB-NI postal packets alongside foreign
postal packets in important matters in the regulations specified. How can the
Government defend that? They are effectively treating Northern Ireland and GB
as foreign countries to each other, accepting a form of regulation designed
for a true international border and clearly violating the terms of the
internal market legislation governing the United Kingdom? [Interruption.]
Victoria Atkins, Financial Secretary to the Treasury
If I may, I will address that point, and then I promise I will come to the
hon. Member for North Antrim in due course. I am pleased that my right hon.
Friend the Member for Wokingham used that language, so that I can make it
clear for the purposes of Hansard that this is not about trying to
differentiate or draw lines around our precious Union.
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