
My intervention regarding the
Government’s newly launched ‘Homes for
Ukraine’ scheme

Rt Hon Sir John Redwood MP (Wokingham) (Con): With a three-year visa but only
six months of guaranteed accommodation, will people have any tenant rights?
What is the back-up provision if the sponsor wants to terminate well before
the end of the visa?

Michael Gove, Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities,
Minister for Intergovernmental Relations: It is our expectation that those
who commit to have someone in their home for six months are undertaking quite
a significant commitment, but it is already the case that the expressions of
interest suggest that there are many people who want to do exactly that. The
experience of previous sponsorship schemes has been that those who have
undertaken such a commitment have found it a wonderful thing to have done,
and the number of those who have dropped out or opted out has been small.
However, it is the case—my right hon. Friend is absolutely right—that there
may be occasions where relationships break down, and in those circumstances
we will be mobilising the support of not only of central Government and local
government, but of civil society, to ensure that individuals who are here can
move on. The final thing I would want to say is that many of those on the
frontline coming here will of course be women and children, but many of those
coming here will want to work, to contribute and to be fully part of society.
It is the case already that we have had offers from those in the private
sector willing to provide training and jobs to people so that they can fully
integrate into society for as long as they are here.
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