My Intervention on the Urgent Question
— Port Talbot Steelworks

Sir John Redwood (Wokingham) (Con):

When will the Government do something about the very high energy prices in
this country, which have been made high by regulations and taxes? Does my
right hon. Friend not accept that any kind of steelmaking will be extremely
difficult if we have uncompetitive energy, and is it not wrong to import such
materials, because it will mean even more carbon dioxide emissions, as well
as destroying jobs here?

David T. C. Davies (Secretary of State for Wales):

We have looked carefully at the losses that Tata is making, which have come
about partly because of the age of the infrastructure. In fact, Tata has had
to close down the furnaces at the Morfa coke ovens within the last few weeks.
The UK Government are fully cognisant of the cost of energy at the moment,
which is why Tata has already benefited from many of the schemes that we have
introduced over the past few years, will begin to benefit from the British
industry supercharger scheme shortly, and will benefit from the carbon border
adjustment mechanism at the start of 2027.
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