
My Intervention on the Post Office
Horizon Ministerial Statement

John Redwood (Wokingham) (Con):

Will the Minister take UK Government Investments out of its role of
controlling and supervising the Post Office? It has allowed these gross
injustices to go on for too long, allowed the Post Office senior managers to
rack up huge losses of £1,391 million to last March, with more to come this
year, and given the executives bonuses for losing us that much money. It has
left the Government with a great financial black hole. Would it not be better
to change the Post Office management, to have it report directly to the
Minister, and to make its No. 1 task giving justice to the sub-postmasters?

Kevin Hollinrake:

I thank my right hon. Friend for his question. He and I have had serious
conversations about the future of the Post Office, which I am keen to
continue to engage on. The current UKGI representative who sits on the Post
Office board is Lorna Gratton, for whom I have a great deal of time and
respect. Clearly it is important that the inquiry does its work to determine
who did what in the past. As we look to the future, there are different
opinions on how the Post Office should be governed. I am happy to keep those
discussions ongoing with my right hon. Friend.
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