My Intervention on the Agriculture
Motion — homegrown food

Sir John Redwood (Wokingham) (Con):

I am pleased that the Minister and the Prime Minister are keen on promoting
more home-grown food. As the transition occurs, what proportion of total
subsidies paid will be for promoting food? It still seems to be too small.

My right hon. Friend will understand that the basic payment scheme did not
motivate food production at all, as it was not linked to it. As we move to
the new regime, we are promoting better productivity through grants for
better equipment. We are investing in new technology. Alongside that, we are
pushing to improve gene editing and gene technology, to try to make
agriculture more sustainable and more productive at the same time. As we go
through this transition, we are certainly keen to increase the productivity
of our agricultural sector.
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