
My Intervention on employment in the
Urgent Question on the UK Economy

John Redwood (Wokingham) (Con):

It is good news that unemployment has stayed low by European standards, and
the economy is still generating plenty of job vacancies. Will the Government
take more steps to help more people into those jobs, so that we can get
faster growth, bring down the benefit bill and boost their incomes?

Bim Afolami:

The whole House knows that my right hon. Friend is somewhat of an expert on
matters relating to the economy. To answer his point specifically, the
national insurance tax cut was scored at the last fiscal event—the autumn
statement—as significantly increasing the number of people in work. Although
I will not speculate on fiscal events, that point has been very much noted by
me and the whole Treasury.
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