
My intervention in the Government’s
Economic Crime Bill debate

Rt Hon Sir John Redwood (Wokingham) (Con): The Home Secretary has a lot of
support on the Government Benches for the compassionate and sensible way in
which she is going about this. Will she confirm that she is listening both to
what the refugees want, which is often not a long-term settlement a long way
from Ukraine, and with regard to the security issues that this all poses?

Priti Patel, The Secretary of State for the Home Department: My right hon.
Friend is absolutely right. I must emphasise that every single crisis
requires a bespoke and unique response. There are two very big calls coming
from the region and from our counterparts. First and foremost, they are
asking for help on security measures right now; that consistent theme is
coming over. That comes down to checks—they are undertaking checks—but they
are also very concerned about wider security issues, some of which I simply
cannot discuss in this House, for clear reasons. The second point—even the
Ukrainian ambassador made this point to me yesterday and I hear it every
single day from my counterparts—is that there is a call to keep people in
region. There is a big demand for that, and that is where the wider aid
effort has to focus, in addition to the work that we are doing on
humanitarianism.
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