
My intervention in the Armed Forces
Bill supporting the Government’s
effort to improve home ownership for
armed forces service personnel

Sir John Redwood (Wokingham) (Con): I will be supporting the Government, as
they have made welcome progress on creating better conditions and support for
our armed forces, but I would like to press the Minister on housing. When we
wish to recruit and retain the best people in the future as we have in the
past, it is important that we provide something better on housing than we
traditionally have. It is a disgrace if armed services personnel, after
providing substantial service to our country, cannot afford to buy a house of
their own, and instead have to scramble to get rented accommodation, which
they often find difficult.

I hope the MOD can do more through its potential and current schemes to
promote home ownership, and to promote buying property nearer home base, for
example, so that people leaving the armed forces have a property of their
own. If service personnel are not able to do that, a surrogate scheme is
needed so that when they leave the armed forces after holding important jobs
and earning reasonable money, they are not debarred from the private housing
market and they do not come to see their service career as a gap in making
those contributions and building up savings in a house of their own. They
should have as much opportunity to own their own property as the rest of the
community.

Yes of course we need an expeditionary service and service personnel may need
to serve in a variety of places abroad, but that should not get in the way of
either having a home of their own with their family or having the wherewithal
to have a home of their own when they leave the armed services. I hope my
hon. and gallant Friend the Minister will sympathise and do more to make sure
it can be true. I do not think we need a legal requirement, but we need a
firm pledge of intent from the Government.
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