Musical instrument traders banned for
18 years

Fred Patrick Onn, 58, from southeast London and Andrew Thomson, 63, of Whaley
Bridge in Derby, were the directors of Bright Film & TV Casting Limited from
March 2006.

The company was renamed Top Wind Limited in January 2007 and operated as a
musical instrument retailer, part of which involved selling musical
instruments on behalf of customers and taking 18% commission from each sale.

Top Wind Limited traded until April 2020 when it entered liquidation and an
Insolvency Service investigation into the directors’ conduct began.

Enquiries discovered that from July 2019 until April 2020, whilst the company
was insolvent, Top Wind Limited sold at least 20 musical instruments, but the
proceeds, which totalled more than £33,000, were not passed to the owners.

Fred Onn held a meeting in July 2019 with an Insolvency Practitioner to
discuss insolvency options and both directors were aware of the financial
position of Top Wind. At this point, at least 10 customers who had sold their
instruments through the company had not received proceeds of at least
£16,330.

At liquidation in April 2020, at least 30 customers had submitted claims in
respect of instruments sold, totalling almost £50,000. More than £33,000 of
these claims were for instruments sold after July 2019 when the directors
knew the company was in financial difficulty.

The Secretary of State for Business accepted disqualification undertakings
from Fred Onn and Andrew Thomson after they did not dispute that they caused
or allowed Top Wind Limited from 9 July 2019 to the date of liquidation,
whilst insolvent, to sell at least 20 musical instruments owned by third
parties and for which proceeds of the sale were not passed to the owners.

Their 9-year bans started on 22 June and mean they cannot, directly or
indirectly, become involved, without the permission of the court, in the
promotion, formation or management of a company.

David Brooks, chief investigator at the Insolvency Service, said

Musicians trusted Fred Onn and Andrew Thomson with the sale of
their instruments, believing they would act reputably. Instead,
these directors took on sales knowing that Top Wind Limited was
insolvent and keeping the funds they should have passed onto their
clients.

Fred Onn and Andrew Thomson used the proceeds of sales to pay Top
Wind’'s other suppliers instead, meaning Top Wind traded for longer
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than other businesses in the same difficulties who handled sale
proceeds correctly. This is not suitable conduct for company
directors and both have now been banned from the business
environment for a considerable period.

Notes to editors

Fred Patrick Onn is from southeast London and his date of birth is April
1963.

Andrew Thomson is from Whaley Bridge in Derbyshire and his date of birth is
May 1958.

Top Wind Limited (Company number 05759411).

Disqualification undertakings are the administrative equivalent of a
disqualification order but do not involve court proceedings.

Persons subject to a disqualification order are bound by a range of
restrictions.

Further information about the work of the Insolvency Service, and how to
complain about financial misconduct.

You can also follow the Insolvency Service on:
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