Mr Redwood’s intervention during the
Adjournment debate on School Funding
Formula (London), 28 June 2017

John Redwood (Wokingham) (Con): The right hon. Gentleman is making a very
good point. Certainly in Wokingham, which has very low per-pupil amounts and
good-performing schools, we feel there is a problem. Was not the idea of the
reform to have a higher absolute amount for every pupil in the country,
because there is a basic cost wherever you are being educated?

Sir Vince Cable (Twickenham) (Lib Dem): Yes, indeed. The right hon. Gentleman
makes the important point that it is not a question of just having a basic
amount of funding, but we need an evidence base for what the cost of running
a school actually is. I worry that as the formula is currently devised, there
is no evidence base. Wild guesses have been made about the differential costs
of secondary and primary schooling, and we need objective studies of what it
costs to run a school, so that the formula can work well.
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