
Monsanto lawsuit ruling a ‘significant
recognition’ of victims’ human rights,
say UN rights experts

Special Rapporteur Dainius Pûras.

A court in California on Friday ruled that chemical giant Monsanto should
compensate Dewayne Johnson, a school groundskeeper, after a jury found the
company did not place a warning label on its weed killers, stating that their
widespread use could cause terminal cancer.

Mr. Johnson, 46, had regularly used Monsato products RoundUp and Ranger Pro
in his work, according to media reports. He was diagnosed with non-Hodgkins
lymphoma four years ago and doctors do not expect him to live beyond 2020.

“The ruling recognises the potential causal relations between cancer and
Monsanto’s glyphosate-based weedkillers, including RoundUp, and the company’s
negligence by failing to inform users of cancer risks,” the independent UN
experts said in a statement issued on Wednesday.

Special Rapporteur Hilal Elver.

“This decision is a significant recognition of the human rights of victims,
and the responsibilities of chemical companies.”

They said the court’s decision reflects a 2015 assessment that glyphosate, a
herbicide, was classified by the World Health Organization (WHO) as “probably
carcinogenic to humans”.

It showed that “internal company documents” demonstrated that Monsanto had
known for decades that glyphosate, and specifically, Roundup, could cause
cancer. The company has appealed the ruling.

“We regret that the ruling came too late as Mr. Johnson is suffering from
terminal cancer. No monetary compensation is adequate for his life,” the
statement continued.
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