Minister sees how Welsh Government
schemes are helping people into work

The Minister met with the delivery teams of both programmes and local
residents who have benefitted from the schemes. Both programmes are supported
by the EU and will operate until 2020. Combined, they will provide over £83
million in employment services across Wales.

Delivered in partnership with the Department of Work and Pensions through Job
Centre Plus, Communities for Work is a community based advisory service,
supported by the European Social Fund. It works with people in the most
deprived communities across Wales to increase the employability of 16-24 year
olds who are not in education, employment or training (NEET), and
economically inactive and long-term unemployed adults who have complex
barriers to employment. The programme has so far supported over 13,000 people
and helped almost 4000into work up to December 2017

PaCE helps economically inactive parents into work by covering the cost of
childcare while parents undertake training to gain the skills they need to
get a job. Across Wales, 43 PaCE advisers work in community settings to help
people find a variety of solutions to overcome childcare barriers so that
they can move towards and into sustainable employment. Jointly delivered by
the Welsh Government and the Department for Work and Pensions, the programme
builds upon services offered via Flying Start and Families First and
complements other projects such as Communities for Work. The scheme has
helped over 750 parents into work so far

The Minister said:

“I found the visit to the Noddfa Centre both interesting and
inspiring. It was a pleasure to meet those who have benefitted from
both the Communities for Work and PaCE schemes and to hear how they
have overcome their difficulties to find work and training
opportunities.

“Sustainable employment is still the best route out of poverty.
These programmes combined support the most deprived communities as
well as rural areas across Wales and provide a real opportunity to
help people achieve their aspirations.”
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