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RABAT: The Moroccan navy this week rescued 368 migrants including three
children as they were trying to cross the Mediterranean to reach Spain, the
official MAP news agency said Friday.
It said the migrants, mostly from sub-Saharan Africa, were rescued between
Tuesday and Friday when their makeshift boats, including rubber dinghies and
kayaks, ran into difficulty.
Last week Morocco’s navy reportedly rescued 344 migrants in the Mediterranean
and the Atlantic.
Migrants in the North African country often try to reach the Spanish mainland
via the Mediterranean, while in the Atlantic Ocean they make for Spain’s
Canary Islands.
A total of 2,087 migrants died trying to reach Spain by sea during the first
six months of 2021, roughly the same number as during all of last year, a
migrant rights group said earlier this month.
Spanish interior ministry figures show that between January 1 and June 30, a
total of 12,622 migrants arrived in Spain by sea, almost twice as many as
those who made the crossings last year.
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Over 140 Palestinians hurt in clashes
with Israel troops: medics
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BEITA, Palestinian Territories: More than 140 Palestinians were hurt Friday
in clashes with Israeli troops in the flashpoint West Bank village of Beita,
medics said, during protests against an illegal Israeli settlement outpost.
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The Israeli army said two soldiers were also “lightly injured” in the
violence.
Hundreds of Palestinians gathered in Beita, located in the north of the
Israeli-occupied West Bank, to protest against the nearby outpost of Eviatar,
an AFP correspondent said.
The area has seen regular demonstrations against settlement expansion on
Palestinian land.
The Israeli army said that “over the last several hours, a riot was
instigated in the area of Givat Eviatar outpost, south of Nablus.”
“Hundreds of Palestinians hurled rocks at IDF (army) troops, who responded
with riot dispersal means,” it said in a statement, adding that the two
“lightly injured” soldiers were taken to hospital.
The Palestinian Red Crescent said 146 Palestinians were hurt during the
clashes, including nine by live fire, 34 by rubber-coated bullets and 87 by
tear gas.
Jewish settlers set up the Eviatar outpost in early May, building rudimentary
concrete homes and shacks in a matter of weeks.
The construction came in defiance of both international and Israeli law, and
sparked fierce protests from Palestinians who insisted it was being built on
their land.
But following a deal struck with nationalist Prime Minister Naftali Bennett’s
new government, the settlers left the outpost on July 2, while the structures
they had built were to remain under army guard.
Israel’s defense ministry said it would study the area to assess whether it
could, under Israeli law, be declared state land.
Should that happen, Israel could then authorize a religious school to be
built at Eviatar, with residences for its staff and students.
Around 475,000 Jewish settlers now live in the West Bank, which Israel has
occupied since 1967.
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DUBAI: The crown prince of Abu Dhabi received a call from the prime minister
of Israel on Friday during which they discussed cooperation between the two
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countries.
Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al-Nahyan and Naftali Bennett also discussed
regional and international issues of common interest and efforts to achieve
peace and prosperity regionally and internationally.
Bennett congratulated Sheikh Mohammed on the occasion of Eid Al-Adha and
wished him continued health and happiness, and the UAE and its people further
progress and prosperity.
Sheikh Mohammed thanked the prime minister and expressed his hopes that peace
and prosperity prevail for all of mankind.
The crown prince also congratulated Bennett on assuming the position of
Israeli prime minister and expressed his aspiration that the UAE and Israel
would work together toward peace, stability and development for the benefit
of the region and the world.
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Lebanon lodges protest with UN over
Israeli attacks
Fri, 2021-07-23 01:05

BEIRUT: Lebanon informed the UN Secretariat on Thursday that Israel had
violated Lebanese sovereignty by using Lebanese airspace to target Syrian
territory on Thursday morning.
Lebanon claims that Israel violated its airspace while launching attacks on
military sites in Al-Qusayr in Syria’s Homs governorate believed to belong to
Hezbollah.
It says that a missile from an Israeli plane landed in an area of forest near
the town of Lehfed, 56 kilometers north of Beirut in the Byblos region.
The people of Lehfed awoke to the sound of a huge explosion that shook
buildings and shattered windows.
A missile had landed within hundreds of meters from populated areas, blasting
a hole in the ground about 20 meters deep, according to the townspeople.
Initial information suggested that the missile weighed about 250 kg. No
casualties were reported.
Residents of the town of Majdal and neighboring villages in the Koura
district also heard the explosion and said they saw flashes of light in the
area, which they believed to be the result of Syrian air defenses
intercepting the Israeli attack. People in Akkar, a northern region that
borders Syria, particularly those in Wadi Khaled and Akroum, said they heard
missiles being fired at Shayrat Airbase in Homs.
The Syrian News Agency (SANA) reported: “The air defenses of the Syrian army
intercepted the missiles and shot down most of them, causing material
damage.”

BACKGROUND

Hezbollah took control of Al-Qusayr in June 2013 during its intervention in
the war in Syria, and it is now the site of security headquarters and
training centers for the Iran-affiliated militia.

Former Byblos lawmaker Fares Souaid commented on the incident in a tweet,
saying: “The source of the downed missile was the conflict in the region and
against the region. Today, it was Lehfed; where will it be next?”
Hezbollah took control of Al-Qusayr in June 2013 during its intervention in
the war in Syria, and it is now the site of security headquarters and
training centers for the Iran-affiliated militia. Al-Dabaa Airbase, northeast
of Al-Qusayr, has been turned into an air supply base for Hezbollah camps.
In 2016, Hezbollah demonstrated its control over the area by holding a huge
military parade.
According to several Syrian refugees in camps in Arsal, a Lebanese town on
the border with Syria, residents of Al-Qusayr who opposed the Syrian regime
fled to Arsal and adjacent rural areas after Hezbollah took control.
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They also said that Hezbollah has ammunition and weapons depots west of Al-
Qusayr city.
Since February 2014, no refugees have been allowed to return to the city of
Al-Qusayr.  In September 2019, Hezbollah urged residents to return, but
specified a number of conditions, most notably that they must “be loyal to
Hezbollah.”
Also on Thursday, the Israeli army arrested two people who crossed Lebanon’s
southern border into the Galilee region.
Candice Ardell, deputy director of the media office at the United Nations
Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL), told Lebanon’s National News Agency:
“UNIFIL is aware of reports that the Israeli authorities arrested two people
who had crossed from Lebanon to Israel early this morning. We are in contact
with the (concerned) parties and are following up on the incident.”
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Nonseasonal floods kill 14 people in
south and east of Yemen
Author: 
Fri, 2021-07-23 01:42

Flooding in Yemen killed at least 14 people this week after nonseasonal
rainstorms hit parts of the country, security officials said.
The provinces of Al-Mahrah, Hadramawt, Shabwa, Abeen and Jouf in the south
and east of Yemen have seen instances of flooding.
In Shabwa, local officials said a father and daughter are believed to have
drowned after swiftly moving waters carried their car away.
Searchers had only recovered the body of the father.
The storms are not seasonal for the south and the east of Yemen, which is
usually dry this time of year.
The country’s northwestern highlands experience seasonal rain from late
spring through early fall.
The storms also damaged crops, roads, and telecommunications infrastructure.
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Yemen’s weather service warned late on Wednesday that the rest of the country
should be prepared for more rain in the coming two days. Yemen is located at
the southern corner of the Arabian Peninsula, overlooking the Red and Arabian
seas.
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