
Four killed in shooting at Palestinian
camp in Lebanon, Hamas says
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GAZA: Four people were killed and others were injured in a shooting on Sunday
in the Palestinian camp of Burj Al-Shemali in Lebanon, two officials of the
Palestinian group Hamas told Reuters, and they blamed rival movement Fatah
for the bloodshed.

The shootings took place during the funeral of a Hamas supporter who was
killed in an explosion on Friday night in the camp in the southern Lebanese
port city of Tyre.

“Fatah gunmen deliberately opened fire against people taking part in the
funeral march,” one Hamas official said, asking not to be named.

There was no immediate response from the office of the Palestinian ambassador
in Lebanon to a Reuters request for comment about the Hamas allegation.

Fatah controls the Palestinian Authority that exercises limited self-rule in
the Israeli-occupied West Bank. Palestinian Authority officials in the West
Bank, contacted for comment by Reuters, said they were checking the reports.

Earlier on Sunday, Lebanese state media said two people were killed and seven
were injured in a dispute that erupted in the Burj Al-Shemali camp.

Hamas said in a statement on Saturday that the blast on Friday night was
caused by an electrical fault.
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Israeli PM arrives in UAE for first
visit
Sun, 2021-12-12 18:32

ABU DHABI: Israel’s prime minister arrived in the UAE today on an official
visit, Emirates News Agency (WAM) reported.

Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Minister of Foreign Affairs and
International Cooperation, welcomed Naftali Bennett upon his arrival at the
Presidential Terminal at Abu Dhabi International Airport.

In attendance as well during the Israeli premier’s arrival were Mohamed
Mahmoud Al Khaja, UAE Ambassador to Israel, and Amir Hayek, Israel’s
ambassador to the UAE.
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Bennett’s visit comes after the UAE and Israel signed an agreement, known as
the Abraham Accords, to normalize ties between the two countries in
August 2020.

In March, the UAE established a $10 billion fund to invest in strategic
sectors in Israel,  WAM reported on Thursday.

In February, Mohammed Mahmoud Al-Khaja was sworn in as UAE’s ambassador to
Israel, a month after the cabinet approved the setting up of an embassy in
Tel Aviv.

Israel opened its first embassy in the Gulf in June, nine months after the
historic deal between the countries.
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G7 says Iran must stop nuclear
escalation
Sun, 2021-12-12 17:08

LIVERPOOL: The G7 on Sunday said time was running out for Iran to agree a
deal to curb its nuclear ambitions.

Foreign ministers from the world’s richest nations held a two-day meeting in
Liverpool, northwest England, seeking to present a strong, united front
against global threats.

Foreign Secretary Liz Truss, from G7 host Britain, said resumed talks in
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Vienna were the Islamic Republic’s “last chance to come to the negotiating
table with a serious resolution.”

“There is still time for Iran to come and agree this deal,”she told a news
conference.

The final communique from the talks said “must stop its nuclear escalation
and seize the opportunity to conclude a deal, while this is still possible.”

Negotiations restarted on Thursday to try to revive the 2015 deal between
Iran and world powers, which the United States withdrew from under Donald
Trump in 2018.

Iran claims it only wants to develop a civilian capability but Western powers
say its stockpile of enriched uranium goes well beyond that, and could be
used to develop a nuclear weapon.

US President Joe Biden has said he is ready to return to the agreement and
Iranian officials maintain they are serious about committing to the talks.

But Tehran has been accused of backsliding on progress made earlier this year
and playing for time.

Truss’s comments are the first time a signatory to the original deal has
given an ultimatum for the talks.
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Libya delays list of presidential
election candidates
Author: 
Sun, 2021-12-12 02:01

TRIPOLI: Libya’s election commission on Saturday delayed publication of a
final list of candidates for a presidential election scheduled in less than
two weeks.
It is just the latest twist in a UN-led effort targeting December 24
presidential polls intended to help the oil-rich North African country move
past a decade of violence.
The process has been undermined by bitter divisions over the legal basis for
the elections, their dates, and who should be allowed to run, with a string
of controversial figures stepping forward.
Publication of the final candidate list is supposed to mark the formal start
of the election campaign, but the election commission did not give a new date
for issuing the list.
Rules governing the ballot — which would be the first time a Libyan head of
state is chosen by universal suffrage — say the commission should publish the
list of candidates two weeks after final court rulings and appeals related to
candidacies.
On Dec. 2 a Libyan court reinstated Seif Al-Islam Qaddafi, a son of slain
dictator Muammar Qaddafi, as a candidate.

HIGHLIGHT

Libya descended into chaos with the NATO-backed 2011 revolt that overthrew
and killed Muammar Qaddafi.

A day earlier, an appeals court in Tripoli rejected petitions against the
candidacy of interim Prime Minister Abdulhamid Dbeibah, who heads the
Tripoli-based unity government established in March and charged with leading
the country to presidential and legislative elections.
Libya descended into chaos with the NATO-backed 2011 revolt that overthrew
and killed Muammar Qaddafi. A year of relative peace followed an October 2020
ceasefire between warring eastern and western camps, but analysts have warned
that violence could easily flare again surrounding the elections.
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A statement on the election commission’s website said it must still adopt a
series of judicial and legal measures “before proceeding to the publication
of the definitive list of candidates and the start of their electoral
campaign.”
It added that success of the electoral process cannot be borne solely by the
elections commission “since the results will cast a shadow over the present
and future of the country.”
The commission added that it is being careful not to limit its role to
implementing the law, but ensuring that its functions extend to “correct
interpretation of the law.”
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ANKARA: A wide-ranging organ trade network led by Jordanian and Palestinian
nationals in Istanbul has been busted by the Turkish authorities.
Ten people, four ringleaders and six individuals who were about to sell their
organs or get transplants, were caught and four were immediately imprisoned.
The network was running the business using forged documents at a hospital in
Beylikduzu, on the European side of Istanbul, in exchange for $50,000 per
case.
The case came to light when Turkish doctors reported to the police department
that combats migrant smuggling that the patient and the organ donor didn’t
seem be relatives and had very poor communication.
The authorities turned to the Palestinian Consulate, which denied having
provided such documents of kinship to the people caught.
Turkish police exposed the network by investigating hospital records and
monitoring hotel locations near the hospital where illegal organ transplants
were being carried out. The operation involved two raids at the hotel.
The ringleader, Hasan B., found the organ donors and receivers through his
social media connections. Another person, Hasan Abu Z., welcomed people to
Turkey and introduced the organ receivers to the physician, Ali Y.M., with
the help of a middleman, Ahmad M. These four members of the network were
arrested.
The network named their illegal trade “VIP Service from the hotel to the
hospital,” eyeing clients from Arab countries while looking for people who
could sell their organs. The blood groups of people in need of kidneys were
also exposed in social media posts.
The network forged kinship and birth certificates to make them look as if
they were from the foreign consulates.
Money and fake documents were confiscated during the operation. Out of the
$50,000, $10,000 was given to the organ donor and $15,000 to the private
hospital. The network made $25,000 on each case.
Six people who were kept by the network in a hotel in Istanbul were released
on condition of judicial control. The patients were Jordanian and Palestinian
nationals.
Unregulated organ trafficking and illegal transplant have shown a shocking
trend in the region for a while. Last year, several Syrian refugees were
found to be selling their organs on the black market out of desperation to
survive financially.
Social media platforms, especially Facebook, were used extensively by organ
brokers for illegal operations offering money to desperate refugees who would
sell their livers or kidneys. However, the donors were only paid half the
agreed price and usually left without care after the operation.
It is illegal to sell and buy human organs in Turkey. Any person who removes
an organ from another person without his/her legal consent and any person who
buys or sells an organ or acts as an intermediary for such activities faces a
jail sentence of five to nine years, while those who make an announcement or
engage in commercial advertising to secure organs can be imprisoned for up to
one year.
For the operation to take place legally, the organ donor has to prove that he
is a relative of the recipient. However, the trafficking networks prepare
counterfeit documents to bypass Turkish laws.



Under the 2018 Declaration of Istanbul on Organ Trafficking and Transplant
Tourism, international organizations issued guidelines for health officials
and policymakers, noting that “trafficking in human organs and trafficking in
persons for organ removal should be prohibited and criminalized.”
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