
Palestinian Santa brings festive cheer
to Jerusalem
Sun, 2022-12-04 23:08

JERUSALEM: In Jerusalem’s Old City there are dozens of churches, but as
Christmas beckons there is just one Santa Claus — a towering Palestinian
former basketball player.

Each December, the streets sparkle green and red as Christian pilgrims and
others arrive to celebrate Christmas in Israeli-annexed east Jerusalem.

Seven years ago one resident, Issa Kassissieh, transformed the ground floor
of his 700-year-old home into a grotto, complete with candy, mulled wine and
a chance to sit on Santa’s lap.
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Macron urged to oppose Israeli
deportation of French Palestinian
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lawyer Salah Hamouri 
Sat, 2022-12-03 22:25

LONDON: Several charitable organizations and activist groups have called on
French President Emmanuel Macron to act immediately against the expulsion of
French Palestinian lawyer Salah Hamouri by Israeli authorities.

Israel on Thursday announced it had stripped Hamouri of his Jerusalem
residency and planned to deport him to France, saying he was an “activist in
a banned militant group.”

Main category: 
Middle-East

Mikati faces row over Lebanese Cabinet
meeting on Monday
Sat, 2022-12-03 22:01

BEIRUT: Lebanese caretaker Prime Minister Najib Mikati has called for a
Cabinet meeting on Monday to deal with urgent matters in the country.

He announced the move during a speech at the inauguration of the
International Arab Book Fair in Beirut.

The move has outraged Christian blocs in the Lebanese ruling class which
consider it an unconstitutional step and an attempt to bypass the priority of
electing a new president.

Some eight electoral sessions have failed to procure a new president and the
leadership vacuum has entered a second month.
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Push to nominate Egyptian sheikh for
Nobel Peace Prize
Sat, 2022-12-03 21:41

CAIRO: Sheikh Ahmed Karima, a professor of comparative jurisprudence and
Islamic law at Al-Azhar University, has confirmed that there are efforts and
moves by some personalities outside Egypt to nominate him for the Nobel Peace
Prize.

A number of those close to him are making efforts to support his nomination .

The professor told Arab News that the moves “come as a result of my efforts
to bring together the Sunni, Shiite and Ibadi Islamic sects, as well as the
societal initiatives that I have participated in launching over the past
years.”
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Delay in enacting law against underage
marriage sparks concern in Egypt
Sat, 2022-12-03 21:32

CAIRO: A delay to a new draft law, currently pending before the Parliament of
Egypt, that criminalizes marriage under the age of 18 and increases the
punishment for violators, has sparked controversy in the North African
country.

The hold up is due to Al-Azhar Al-Sharif, the Islamic scientific body, which
has yet to determine the extent of the proposal’s agreement with Shariah law.
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