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JEDDDAH: Kuwait will shut government ministries, state institutions and
schools from Wednesday after forecasters warned of three days of extreme
weather.

The General Directorate of Meteorology, said Kuwait will witness heavy
rainfall with the possibility of torrential rains in some areas, the state
news agency KUNA reported.

The warning comes after one person was killed and more than 400 injured in
flooding last week.

The supreme committee for emergency operations at Kuwait’s Ministry of
Interior has intensified its efforts to prepare for the unstable weather.

Work has been underway to clear waterways and drains to avoid the the build
up of flood water on the streets and main roads, as well as in tunnels.

 

@CNN Kuwait floods pic.twitter.com/tJIXaXwfyB

— Kuwait Falcon (@Bin3aim) November 10, 2018
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Kuwait’s public works minister resigns amid severe flooding
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RABAT: Three people were killed Tuesday and three others injured when a zinc
and lead mine collapsed in northeastern Morocco, authorities said, in a
region shaken by protests over similar accidents.
The accident occurred near the impoverished former mining town of Jerada a
week after two people, including a teenager, died in another collapse of
abandoned mines.
Hundreds of illegal miners in the town risk their lives in abandoned mine
shafts to extract mainly coal, the sale of which is legal thanks to operating
permits issued by Moroccan authorities.
Jerada has been hit by social unrest and peaceful protests following the
deaths last December of two brothers trapped in a mine shaft followed by two
other deaths under similar circumstances.
Tuesday’s accidental deaths took place in the small community of Ras Asfour
in a mine that was operating with an official permit, state MAP news agency
quoted local officials as saying, unlike previous ones.
Moroccan authorities pledged a series of measures to revive the economy in
Jerada, one of the poorest regions of Morocco according to official
statistic, and vowed to close all abandoned mines.
In April the government launched a plan aimed at providing alternative means
of livelihood for the population amid demands by protesters for “economic
alternatives” to “death mines”.
Authorities have arrested 95 people in connection with the protests and 25 of
them were put on trial, according to a lawyer who has defended some of them.
Last week nine protesters were sentenced to jail terms ranging from three to
five years on charges including the destruction of public property,
incitement to carry out criminal acts and taking part in unauthorised
protests.
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BAGHDAD: Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi said on Tuesday that hundreds of
Iraqi Daesh militants at Deir Ezzor in eastern Syria were trying to cross
into Iraq.
The militants have launched attacks in recent weeks against US-backed Kurdish
forces on the Syrian side of the border, prompting Iraqi militias that
operate alongside the army to reinforce in the area.
Abdul Mahdi said the militants were seeking to recapture territory they had
once controlled on the Iraqi side, during Daesh’s control of territory that
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extended from eastern Syria to northern Iraq from 2014 to 2017.
“But Iraqi forces are carrying out their duties to pre-empt any attempts by
Daesh to infiltrate the border and cross into Iraq,” he told reporters at a
news conference.
Daesh militants have since their military defeat in Iraq in 2017 reverted to
insurgency tactics such as bombings and attacks on security forces,
especially in northern Nineveh and northeastern Diyala provinces.
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US-backed Syrian force resumes ground assault on DaeshIraq rail service back
on track after war with Daesh

Lebanon to form body to probe civil
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BEIRUT: Lebanon’s parliament on Monday approved the formation of an
independent commission to help determine the fate of thousands of people who
went missing during the country’s civil war, which ended nearly three decades
ago.
The long-awaited law would empower an independent national commission to
gather information about the missing, collect DNA samples and exhume mass
graves from the 1975-1990 conflict.
Families and rights groups have been campaigning for the law since 2012, when
it first went to parliament.
“This is the first step toward giving closure to families of the missing
hopefully,” said Rona Halabi, spokeswoman for the International Committee for
the Red Cross. “This represents a milestone for the families who have waited
for years to have answers.”
The Hague-based International Commission on Missing Persons says more than
17,000 people are estimated to have gone missing during the Lebanese civil
war.
Lebanon’s National News Agency said lawmakers approved the law after voting
on each of its 38 articles.
LBC TV said lawmakers initially protested, saying calls for accountability
may affect current officials. The broadcaster said they were reassured the
1991 amnesty for abuses committed by militias during the war remains in
place.
Many of Lebanon’s political parties are led by former warlords implicated in
some of the civil war’s worst fighting.
“For the first time after the war, Lebanon enters a genuine reconciliation
phase, to heal the wounds and give families the right to know,” Gebran
Bassil, the country’s foreign minister tweeted.
The ICRC began compiling DNA samples from relatives of the disappeared in
2016 and has interviewed more than 2,000 families to help a future national
commission.
DNA samples have been stored with the Lebanese Internal Security Forces and
the ICRC. The law would allow Lebanese security forces to take part in the
sample collection.
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Lebanon’s Hezbollah insists on government demand, warns Israel

US security chief Bolton in UAE for
‘regional’ talks
Author: 
AFP
ID: 
1542052772560545500
Mon, 2018-11-12 17:46

ABU DHABI: US National Security Adviser John Bolton held talks on Monday with
Abu Dhabi Crown Prince Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed on regional issues and the
fight against “terrorism,” state media said.
Bolton’s visit comes as international pressure mounts to end the war in
Yemen, where government loyalists backed by an Arab-led coalition, including
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Emirati forces, are battling Iran-aligned Houthi rebels.

Serious & substantive meetings today in UAE w/ Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Zayed Al-Nahyan & National Security Advisor Sheikh
Tahnoon bin Zayed Al-Nahyan. We discussed Iran, Yemen, Afghanistan,
counterterrorism & a range of other issues. Looking forward to
joining @VP in Singapore.

— John Bolton (@AmbJohnBolton) November 12, 2018

Government forces, led on the ground by Emirati-backed troops, have made
their way into Hodeidah after 11 days of clashes.
Ahead of the trip to the UAE, Bolton said in a tweet he was “looking forward
to meeting with our friends in the UAE to discuss important regional issues.”
WAM state news agency said the talks focused on “cooperation between the two
countries in several fields, as well as issues of concern to both countries.”
Bolton and Sheikh Mohammed, who is also deputy supreme commander of the UAE
armed forces, “exchanged views on several regional and international issues”
and also discussed “international efforts and cooperation to confront
terrorism and terrorist groups,” the agency reported.
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