Jailed UK-Iranian ‘in deep distress’
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LONDON: Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe, a British-Iranian woman jailed in Tehran,
has been caused deep distress after a promise of temporary release was broken
by authorities, and she has still not been tested for coronavirus, her family
have said.

Fears of the virus spreading rapidly in Iranian prisons prompted the
government to temporarily release some inmates as a containment measure.
Zaghari-Ratcliffe was told last week that her release was imminent as part of
these precautions, only to later be informed that she would not in fact be
released.

She had packed her bags and was ready to leave the prison last Wednesday,
before authorities reversed their decision over the weekend, The Guardian
reported.

Her husband Richard Ratcliffe raised fears of her having coronavirus last
week, and has since accused Iranian authorities of playing mind games.

In a statement released by The Free Nazanin Campaign, Ratcliffe said: “(The
doctor) confirmed to her that her symptoms were clearly a virus and were
consistent with coronavirus, but he also confessed he was unable to test her
with a testing kit.”

NUMBER

237 — Iran on Monday announced 43 new deaths from the novel coronavirus in
the past 24 hours, bringing the overall toll to 237 dead, one of the world’s
highest.

This kind of treatment, the campaign said, is designed to torment her and her
family. “The effect is a kind of gaslighting, raising hopes before promises
are not kept, and then a kind of guilt and self-blame, as the regime manages
another distraction and avoids accountability for its acts of abuse,” it
added.

“Cumulatively the experience is not just cruel and degrading. The cumulative
effect — of promising to release and failing to do so, again and again — is a
kind of mental torture. That is its design.”

Ratcliffe said: “Dangling publicly the idea of furlough without yet carrying
it through has been an act of media management by the Iranian authorities. It
has

aimed at distracting media attention from the refusal to test for
coronavirus, and the fact thousands of prisoners, including British ones,
have just been left in harm’s way.”

Zaghari-Ratcliffe was detained in April 2016 and later sentenced to five
years in prison over allegations, which she denies, of plotting to overthrow
the Iranian government.


https://www.arabnews.com/node/1639256/middle-east

Iran has struggled to contain the coronavirus outbreak, with the latest
figures indicating roughly 200 deaths and up to 6,000 infections.
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Coronavirus outbreak hits Turkish
business sectors hard

Tue, 2020-03-10 01:56

ANKARA: The global impact of the coronavirus outbreak has dealt a blow to the
Turkish economy, especially in the tourism, trade and marble sectors, despite
the deadly and fast-spreading virus not even officially being confirmed as
having been detected in the country so far.

Turkey has a trade volume of $21 billion with China, while transportation
costs have risen significantly because of logistics blockages and production
delays after the coronavirus epidemic.

Turkey has had to close border crossings with its eastern neighbor Iran,
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which has been hit hard by the outbreak, a move that undermined not only the
bilateral trade that represents only 1.6 percent of Turkey'’s foreign trade
volume, but also the tourism sector, with almost 2 million Iranian visitors
to Turkey annually.

On March 2, Turkey'’s health minister also warned there may be infected
individuals in the country, although there has been no official confirmation
of any cases up to now.

The World Health Organization recently canceled a high-level and
multinational consultation conference in Istanbul between March 10-12 as a
precaution.

HIGHLIGHT

Turkey has had to close border crossings with its eastern neighbor Iran,
which has been hit hard by the outbreak.

In the meantime, various Turkish companies active in the marble sector are
facing the threat of bankruptcy. Up until the virus outbreak, Turkish
exporters were selling about 5 million tons of marble blocks to China, making
it the top importer.

An annual natural stone fair in China, due for March 16-19, has bee canceled,
setting orders back months.

The sectoral loss is expected to amount to around $450 million this year,
because China and Italy — another coronavirus afflicted country — were the
biggest buyers of Turkish marble.
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Ankara, Brussels open talks to find
solution to escalating refugee crisis

Tue, 2020-03-10 01:29

ANKARA: Crisis talks on the Syrian refugee emergency began on Monday in
Brussels between senior officials from the EU and Turkey, including Turkish
president Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

It followed Ankara’s announcement on Feb. 28 that it was opening its borders
to allow refugees to cross into Europe.

Thousands of refugees gathered along Turkey’s border with Greece after
Ankara’s announcement, and Greek police used tear gas and water cannon to
control the crowds.

During the tense talks, Germany, which has criticized Turkey for “negotiating
on the backs of the weakest,” said that a “coalition of the willing” among EU
member states will take in 1,500 unaccompanied children from Greek refugee
camps who are under the age of 14 or in need of urgent medical help.

Erdogan ordered the Turkish coast guard to prevent risky Aegean Sea crossings
on Friday, but land crossings remain open.

As Syrians continue to flee rebel-held Idlib province amid assaults by Syrian
regime forces, Ankara says it cannot take any more refugees as it already
hosts four million. Emphasizing the need for burden-sharing, Turkey accuses
the authorities in Brussels of falling short of their commitments on
financial support to help care for refugees.

Following a meeting of European foreign ministers in Zagreb on Friday, EU
foreign policy chief Josep Borrell said member states are willing to offer
additional financial support to Turkey beyond the 6 billion euros ($6.9
billion) promised in 2016, but added that “they cannot accept that migrants
are being used as a source of pressure.”

Kadri Tastan, a Brussels-based senior fellow of US public policy think tank
the German Marshall Fund, said: “This latest crisis shows once again that the
EU acts only in emergency situations and it has no long-term strategy for
such types of crises.

BACKGROUND
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Turkey hosts more than 3.5 million Syrian refugees, and Turkey'’s President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan has demanded that Europe shoulder more of the burden of
caring for them.

“Erdogan kept repeating that he was going to open the valve; Europeans
thought it was just a blackmail. So the Europeans are reacting again in an
emergency.”

Brussels expects Turkey to honor its side of the 2016 EU-Turkey deal by
ensuring refugees remain within its borders rather than allowing them to
freely cross into the EU.

Given the strength of feeling and the reaction in European nations to
Ankara’'s decision to open its border, Tastan said, the EU is obliged to
cooperate with Ankara. This is surely not being done voluntarily, he added.
Erdogan met European Council President Charles Michel and European Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen on Monday. The meetings were purely
consultative, designed to de-escalate the crisis and open a dialogue.

“The heads of European institutions have no power to decide anything on this
very controversial subject,” said Tastan.

“Decisions will be taken at the European Council and by the governments of
the member states.”

He added that Germany and the Netherlands are likely to spearhead attempts to
reach a new consensus among the divergent views within the EU bloc.

“In any case, visa travel for Turkish citizens and the modernization of the
Custom Union will not be linked to the question of migrants by Europeans this
time,” he said.

The EU is not expected to extend any significant assistance to Turkey’s
ongoing efforts to create a safe zone inside Syria. Borrell recently told
reporters “we are not that powerful to create a safe zone.”

Brussels prefers instead to consult with and influence the UN and NATO,
rather than assuming any burden in Syrian territory.
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Middle East countries report more
cases of coronavirus

Mon, 2020-03-09 00:54

DUBAI, BEIRUT: Several Gulf Arab states recorded new cases of the coronavirus
on Sunday as 6,900 confirmed cases of the new virus were reported across the
region.

Iran has emerged as a center for the disease in the Middle East. It says the
new coronavirus has killed 49 more people in the last 24 hours, bringing the
death toll to 194 amid 6,566 confirmed

cases in the Islamic republic, according to Health Ministry spokesman
Kianoush Jahanpour, who gave the figures at a news conference Sunday.

In neighboring Kuwait, the Health Ministry reported two more infections,


https://www.arabnews.com/middleeast
https://www.arabnews.com/tags/ankara
https://www.arabnews.com/tags/brussels
https://www.arabnews.com/tags/arab-migrants
https://www.arabnews.com/tags/syrian-migrants
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1638731/middle-east
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1638731/middle-east

raising the total to 64. Qatari authorities announced three more cases to
bring the total to 15.

Kuwait’s central bank said on Sunday it was setting up a 10 million dinar
($32.79 million) fund to support state efforts to fight the virus.

Gulf states have canceled or postponed conferences, sporting events and
concerts due to the coronavirus outbreak.

Bahrain

The Bahrain Formula One Grand Prix will go ahead on March 22 without fans due
to the coronavirus crisis, a blow to the Gulf Arab state’s important tourism
sector.

Bahrain, which is hosting the second round of the Formula One season at the
Sakhir circuit outside Manama, has reported 83 cases of the virus, mostly
linked to people who had traveled to Iran.

“Bahrain has made the decision to hold this year’s (race) as a participants-
only event,” organizers said on Sunday.

In the UAE, a Wizz Air press conference in Abu Dhabi, planned on Tuesday, has
been canceled, organizers said.

Oman has canceled all events at the Royal Opera House in the capital Muscat
that had been scheduled for March and April as well as tours of the site,
state news agency ONA said on Sunday.

Syria

Aid agencies are moving to prevent the coronavirus outbreak in conflict-
plagued northwestern Syria, where damaged health infrastructure and massive
displacement make containment a nearly impossible task.

Syria has not yet confirmed any coronavirus cases but its “fragile health
systems may not have the capacity to detect and respond” to an epidemic,
Hedinn Halldorsson, a spokesman for the World Health Organization (WHO), told
AFP.

The risk of an outbreak is especially high and most alarming in Syria’s
northwest, where some 3 million people are trapped in a shrinking rebel
bastion battered by months of bombardment.

FASTFACT

The risk of an outbreak is especially high and most alarming in Syria’s
northwest, where some 3 million people are trapped in a shrinking rebel
bastion.

With close to 1 million people displaced since December by a Russian-backed
regime offensive on the Idlib region, overcrowded settlements are teeming
with

fresh arrivals, and many of the displaced are sleeping rough in freezing
temperatures.

Medical facilities have been targeted during the latest bombing campaign,
further reducing the capacity of a health system ravaged by nearly nine years
of conflict.

Unable to provide services from government-held territory inside Syria, the
WHO provides cross-border assistance to rebel-held Idlib via Turkey,



Halldorsson said.

Health personnel are being trained, “and laboratories in both Idlib and
Ankara are being prepared and stocked to safely test and diagnose the virus,”
he added.

A Russian-Turkish cease-fire deal went into effect on Friday, bringing
relative calm to Idlib for the first time in months. But many fear the
fighting will eventually resume, in a further challenge to efforts to prevent
a COVID-19 outbreak.

Misty Buswell of the International Rescue Committee said the situation in
Idlib was “especially ripe for a spread” of the virus.

“An outbreak would be devastating for thousands whose health status is
already compromised due to lack of sufficient food, clean water and exposure
to cold weather,” she told AFP.

Buswell said the IRC was focusing on “enhancing preventative measures” by
raising awareness, providing medical supplies and strengthening disease
surveillance and reporting systems.

“If an outbreak is reported, we will work with local health actors to
activate a response,” Buswell said.

Mustafa Al-Abdo, the deputy head of Idlib’s opposition-run health department,

appealed for the formation of an isolated medical center that would be ready
to receive cases.

He also called on aid agencies to equip health workers with testing kits,
medical masks, gloves and other equipment for prevention.
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Virus hits Bangladesh; Seoul begins drive-thru testing system‘More countries
will have to adopt Italy-style virus steps’

Sudan women decry slow progress on
rights since Bashir’s fall

Mon, 2020-03-09 00:32

KHARTOUM: Sudanese women were at the forefront of the protests that toppled
President Omar Bashir but 11 months on, activists are disappointed at a lack
of progress on women’s issues.

“Nothing has been done to meet women’s demands,” said Zeineb Badreddine.

An activist involved from the start of the protest movement that ended
Bashir’s three-decade rule last April, Badreddine will lead a demonstration
in front of the Justice Ministry on Sunday to mark International Women'’s Day.
Almost 30 years after being fired under Bashir for her “progressive ideas,”
she has also returned to teaching.

But despite the toppling of the Bashir regime, she says the new government
lacks female representation.

When Prime Minister Abdalla Hamdok formed his government in September, he
vowed to improve the situation for women despite the country’s economic and
social difficulties.

He allocated four of 17 ministerial positions to women, including the key
foreign affairs portfolio. A woman was also named head of the judiciary.

But the country’s top authority, the joint civilian and military Sovereign
Council charged with overseeing the transition to civilian rule, only has two
female members out of 11.

“If women had better representation, they would have more voices to defend
their cause,” said Badreddine.

Under the previous regime, a notorious “public order” law was used to have
women publicly flogged or imprisoned for “indecent” dress or for drinking
alcohol, seen as “indecent and immoral acts.”

Hamdok’s government last November revoked the legislation — but many other
discriminatory laws remain in place.

HIGHLIGHTS

* New Prime Minister Abdalla Hamdok allocated four of 17 ministerial
positions to women, including the key foreign affairs portfolio. A woman was
also named head of the judiciary.

e Activist decries a lack of legislation criminalizing sexual harassment.

Badreddine decries a lack of legislation criminalizing sexual harassment.
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Judges in Sudan also have powers to judge whether or not a woman has been
raped, which can sometimes lead to rape victims being prosecuted for
adultery.

Lawyer and women’s activist Inaam Atiq takes aim at a 1991 personal status
law, which she says “is causing the suffering of thousands of women across
Sudan.”

She says the legislation, inspired by Islamic law, allows 10-year-old girls
to be married against their wishes.

“This text must be urgently amended and this can be done without touching
Shariah (Islamic law) principles,” she said.

Another law forbids women to travel abroad unless they have permission from a
male guardian — a measure that even Saudi Arabia has abolished.

“My guardian could be a younger brother that I raised, or even my son,” Atiqg
said.

Nor do courts specializing in personal status issues consider the results of
DNA tests, allowing Sudanese men to shirk parental responsibilities and
compounding women’s problems, she said.

Activist Manal Abdelhalim expresses amazement at “voices, including those of
some women, who say that the issue (of women’s rights) is not a priority and
that it can wait.” But Atiq is more hopeful.

“We need immediate measures, and I think that the justice ministry and the
government understand the situation,” she says. “I am optimistic about the
possibility of taking steps in the right direction.”
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Sudan central bank says US sanctions on 157 firms liftedUS vows to remain
engaged with Egypt, Ethiopia, Sudan on Blue Nile dam



