Fund in partnership to help refugee
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LONDON: A UAE fund for refugee schooling has announced a partnership with
Discovery Education to help vulnerable young people, including refugee
children, in Lebanon.

The Abdul Aziz Al-Ghurair Education Fund (REF) said in a statement that the
first-of-its-kind program would deliver online teaching and increase access
to education for thousands of refugees, filling gaps in their schooling that
have emerged due to the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) crisis.

The initiative will reach 5,000 students in addition to more than 17,500
already being helped by the REF in Jordan, Lebanon, and the UAE.

The Abdul Aziz Al-Ghurair COVID-19 Online Learning Emergency Fund for Refugee
Education was launched by Abdul Aziz Al-Ghurair in April 2020 to ensure
vulnerable populations were able to continue their learning without
interruption.

Discovery Education will collaborate with local organizations in Lebanon to
provide access to digital learning resources aligned to the Lebanese
curriculum for students in grades eight to twelve.

It will also provide training to 100 teachers to address the challenges of
remote instruction, enabling them to access a diverse set of new digital
tools to help them deliver online lessons to students effectively.

Participating teachers will also become part of the Discovery Educator
Network, an online educational community.

“The economic crisis followed by the pandemic and the devastating blast in
Beirut has forced Lebanon to adapt to a new challenging reality,” said Al-
Ghurair. “We are proud of this partnership with Discovery Education, as
digital is the new solution for education. This program ensures refugees and
vulnerable youth have access to high quality education that they would not
have otherwise,” he added.

Refugees report high numbers of school dropouts, with less than 2 percent of
Syrian refugees completing secondary education. The program will help
students catch up on the education they have missed — on and off since
October 2019 — through interactive and creative online tools.

“Refugees and vulnerable youth in Lebanon have faced unprecedented challenges
over the last year, which have posed several risks to their access to
education. We strongly believe that no child or young person’s education
should be halted due to external factors which are beyond their control,”
Robin Headlee, managing director of Discovery Education International, said.
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“That’s why we are doing our part to ensure these young people have the
opportunity to continue their education online, in order for them catch-up on
their development and not be held back in the future. I am delighted that
what started out as a kernel of an idea by two like-minded organization has
resulted in this practical, proactive and tangible project.”
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a drop from previous day
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DUBAI: The UAE on Monday recorded 626 new COVID-19 cases, a drop from 851 the
previous day, and one death.

The Ministry of Health and Prevention said the total number of infected cases
since the pandemic began has reached 92,095, while the total deaths reached
413.

Some 918 cases recovered from COVID-19 over the previous 24 hours, bringing
the total to 81,462 cases.

Meanwhile, Dubai Economy said it issued fines to 18 commercial establishments
and gave warnings to 12 shops for not adhering to anti-COVID-19 measures,
while 725 businesses were found to be compliant.

These included shops selling perfumes and electronics in various shopping
centers around Dubai, as well as two gyms that were fined in cooperation with
Dubai Sports Council.

Inspection teams have been carrying out daily tours to ensure that shopping
centers, open markets and commercial businesses are complying with the
government’s preventative measures.

Dubai Municipality also closed two salons for failing to comply with the
precautionary measures, fined 58 institutions, and issued 70 warnings during
inspection visits.

Elsewhere, Kuwait reported 437 new COVID-19 cases, bringing the total to
103,981, while the death toll reached 605 after four new deaths were
registered.

Oman recorded 607 new COVID-19 cases and 12 deaths, bringing total numbers to
98,057 and 924 respectively.
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BAGHDAD: The Trump administration has warned Iraq that it will close its
embassy in Baghdad if the government does not take swift and decisive action
to end persistent rocket and other attacks by Iranian-backed militias and
rogue armed elements on American and allied interests in the country, US,
Iragi and other officials said Monday.

As news of the warning sent shockwaves across Baghdad, Iraq’s military said a
Katyusha rocket hit near Baghdad airport, killing five Iraqi civilians and
severely wounding two others.

A US official said the administration’s warning was given to both Iraq’s
president and prime minister but that it was not an imminent ultimatum. The
official was not authorized to discuss the matter publicly and spoke on
condition of anonymity.

The warning signals the administration’s increasing frustration and anger
with ongoing rocket fire from Iranian-supported groups on or near the vast US
Embassy compound in Baghdad as it steps up pressure on Iran with the re-
imposition of crippling sanctions. However, closing the embassy and
withdrawing US personnel from Baghdad would signal a significant retreat from
a country in which successive administrations have invested massive amounts
of money and lives.

The threat to evacuate the embassy, which has stoked concerns in Baghdad of a
diplomatic crisis, was first delivered to President Barham Saleh on Tuesday
in a phone call with US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, Iraqi officials said.
Pompeo then repeated the warning to Iraqi Prime Minister Mustafa Al-Kadhimi
on Saturday, the officials said.

Pompeo told Saleh that if the US presence continues to be targeted, measures
would be taken to close the embassy and a “strong and violent” response would
follow against the groups responsible for the attacks, according to three
Iraqi officials with knowledge of the call.

Pompeo went further with Al-Kadhimi on Saturday, telling the prime minister
that the US will initiate plans to withdraw from the embassy, according to
the Iraqi officials who spoke on condition of anonymity in line with
regulations.

An official announcement has not been made by the Americans. But the Trump
administration has not been shy about expressing its anger and concern about
continuing rocket attacks by Iranian-backed groups on or near the embassy
compound.

In a tangible sign of a strain in US-Iraq relations, the State Department
shortened an Iran sanctions waiver deadline by 60 days last week. The
previous waiver, crucial for Iraq to import badly needed Iranian gas to meet
power demands, gave the government 120 days.

Without the waiver, Iraq would suffer crippling sanctions barring it access
to US dollars.

Despite comments from US officials that a deadline on closing the embassy is
not in place, Iraqi officials appeared to be under the impression they have
until the waiver expires in two months’ time to take action.

“America will observe what measures the government of Iraq takes within two
months,” one senior Iraqi official said. During this time, Al-Kadhimi’s
administration must halt the targeting of foreign missions, military



installations and logistics convoys destined for the US-led coalition or
else, “aggressive” action would follow, the official said.

Iraq’s leadership is feeling the heat.

Al-Kadhimi, Saleh and Parliament Speaker Mohamed Al-Halbousi held a meeting
late Sunday in which all three leaders said they supported measures to bring
arms under the authority of the state and to prevent the targeting of
diplomatic missions.

So far, Iragqi authorities have redistributed some security forces inside the
Green Zone.

The Iragi officials also said two factors might determine whether Iraq’'s
leadership can walk back from an impending diplomatic crisis: Security
fallout from protests planned in the coming weeks to mark one year since mass
anti-government demonstrations began, and domestic politics inside the US
ahead of the November federal election.

“We expect large crowds,” said one official of the protests. “And we expect
it will impact American thinking.”

Two Western diplomats said they had been informed that the US has started the
process of closing its sprawling facility inside the heavily fortified Green
Zone, but could not provide details. The US Embassy declined to comment.
Closing the facility, which is by physical size the largest US diplomatic
mission in the world, is expected to be a complex and time-consuming process.
The embassy was already functioning at minimum levels since March due to the
coronavirus and ongoing security threats.

Diplomats were told the US had already started the process of closing but
would “re-evaluate while progressing,” one Western official said, suggesting
the decision was reversible if security inside the Green Zone improved. In
2018, Pompeo ordered the closure of the US consulate in the southern Iraqi
city of Basra due to attacks by Iranian-backed militias.

As a member of Congress, Pompeo had been a strong critic of the Obama
administration and former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton over the deadly
attack on US diplomatic facilities in Benghazi, Libya. He is loathe to see a
repeat of such an attack on his watch, according to current and former US
officials. In addition, Trump has been clear about his desire to reduce the
US presence in the Mideast, although he has focused primarily on the
military.

However, closing the embassy after the massive US investment of lives and
money in Iraq since 2003 would likely draw significant criticism from Trump
allies in Congress, including lawmakers who supported the invasion and ouster
of Saddam Hussein. Ahead of November’s election, it is not clear if Trump
would be willing to invite that criticism.

The State Department declined to comment on the calls between Pompeo and
Iraq’'s leadership, but said the US will not tolerate threats.

“We have made the point before that the actions of lawless Iran-backed
militias remains the single biggest deterrent to stability in Iraq,” the
department said. “It is unacceptable for Iran-backed groups to launch rockets
at our embassy, attack American and other diplomats, and threaten law and
order in Iraq.”

Meanwhile, attacks targeting convoys continue.

On Monday, five Iraqi civilians were killed and two severely wounded after a
Katyusha rocket hit near Baghdad airport, Iraq’s military said. The rocket
may have been targeting the international airport but struck a residential



home close by instead, Iragqi security officials said, requesting anonymity in
line with regulations.

Also on Monday, a roadside bomb targeted a convoy carrying materials destined
for US forces southwest of Baghdad, two Iraqi security officials said. The
officials spoke on condition of anonymity in line with regulations.
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Five civilians killed in Baghdad
rocket attack

Mon, 2020-09-28 18:58

BAGHDAD: Iraqi militia groups fired two Katyusha rockets on a house in
Baghdad, killing two women and three children and wounding two other
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children, the Iraqi military said on Monday.

The deaths were the first among Iraqi civilians in the latest outbreak of
violence, during which Iran-backed Iraqi Shiite militias have been blamed for
targeting US interests in the country. Police sources said Baghdad airport
was the target of the attack.

The rocket was launched from the Al-Jihad neighborhood of Baghdad.

The attacks have become a frequent occurrence, often targeting the US Embassy
in Baghdad, within the heavily fortified Green Zone, and US troops present in
Iragi bases as well as Baghdad Airport. Roadside bombs have also frequently
targeted convoys carrying equipment destined for US-led coalition forces.
Previous attacks have caused minor damage but rarely deaths or injuries.

The frequency of the rockets have strained Iraq-US relations, prompting the
Trump administration last week to threaten to close its diplomatic mission in
Baghdad if Shiite militia groups believed to be orchestrating them are not
reigned in.

The disparate nature of Shiite militias following the US assassination of
Iranian Gen. Qassim Soleimani and Iranian militia leader Abu Mahdi Al-
Muhandis has complicated Iraqi efforts to clamp down on rogue armed elements.
A government raid on the powerful Iran-backed Kataib Hezbollah, suspected of
launching rocket attacks, backfired when those detained were released for
want of evidence.
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UN's Libya mission praises Libyan
rivals for holding direct talks in

Egypt
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CAIRO: Military and police teams from Libya’'s rival administrations held
talks in Egypt on Monday as part of attempts to resolve the conflict.

The security and military talks were taking place in Hurghada and were
facilitated by the UN’s Libya mission, UNSMIL.

France said it welcomed the direct talks between Libyan parties.

The UNSMIL also thanked Egypt for hosting the talks, and the Libyan
delegations who “demonstrated a positive and proactive attitude aimed at de-
escalation of the situation in central Libya.”

The talks are part of the 5+5 Joint Military Commission which started meeting
in February. It consists of five senior military officers from each side of
the conflict.

Libya split into two rival administrations after the downfall of dictator
Muammar Qaddafi in 2011.

The capital Tripoli is controlled by the Government of National Accord, while
in the east, a rival government backed my military command Khalifa Haftar
holds sway.
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