UAE confirms 3,310 new COVID-19 cases,
7 additional deaths
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DUBAI: The UAE on Tuesday recorded seven deaths related to COVID-19 in the
previous 24 hours, and 3,310 new confirmed cases of the disease. The number
of infections once against topped the 3,000 mark after dipping below it for
two days.

The total number of cases in the country since the pandemic began has reached
309,649 and the death toll stands at 866. A total of 285,201 people have
recovered from the virus, including 3,791 in the past 24 hours.

The health ministry said 106,615 people were vaccinated in the preceding 24
hours and that the total number of doses administered has reached 3.448
million.

Saif Al-Dhaheri, a spokesman for the National Crisis and Emergency Management
Authority, said the UAE is moving steadily and confidently toward containing
the pandemic and planning the recovery phase. He highlighted the success of
the national inoculation campaign and said that “taking the vaccine has
become an ethical duty for everyone, both citizens and residents, to help
protect the health and safety of the community.”

He revealed that the inoculation rate has reached 36.04 per 100 people and
added that despite the recent rise in new cases, the “UAE has the ability to
deal with this increase through a flexible and efficient approach to handling
developments.”

The Emirates “has the best services that any visitor or tourist can enjoy,
and has succeeded in providing a safe touristic experience for its visitors
of various nationalities,” Al-Dhaheri said.

Helal Al-Marri, director-general of Dubai Department of Tourism and Commerce
Marketing, said the emirate “is taking steps based on the data on the ground,
and we have a very clear plan in dealing with the coronavirus pandemic, and
we do not take decisions based on external media reports.”

Dubai has been criticized by some countries, particularly the UK, for its
increased tourism activity over the New Year holiday, which has been blamed
for an increase in the number of COVID-19 cases.

Al-Marri said Dubai has the health care capabilities needed to deal with a
variety of scenarios, and that hospital beds, medical equipment and medicines
are all available to treat coronavirus patients.

“The Dubai government is closely following the developments of the pandemic,
and each sector is considered separately to know where we should tighten
measures and where we can ease some of the restrictions,” he said during an
interview with CNN.

Abu Dhabi’'s Hope Consortium is partnering with some of the world’s leading
logistics companies to oversee the safe distribution of billions of doses of
COVID-19 vaccine around the world.

The company said it will provide its “expertise, infrastructure and
capabilities to meet the complex requirements of storing, transporting and
demand-planning for the billions of vaccine doses, under cold and ultra-cold
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conditions, that are being produced globally.”
Meanwhile, Abu Dhabi Media Office said a 100km community cycling event will
go ahead as planned on Wednesday “amid stringent precautionary measures.”

To encourage a healthy and active lifestyle among community
members, a 100km community cycle ride is to take place in #AbuDhabi
on Wednesday 3rd February at 2:30pm amid stringent precautionary
measures. Participation is free and open to cyclists of all levels.
pic.twitter.com/2YLJDx4W03

— oMoyl ubes | wiSo (@admediaoffice) February 2, 2021

Elsewhere in the Gulf, Kuwait reported 811 new cases of COVID-19, raising the

total in the country to 166,654, while the death toll rose to 960 after one
more patient died from the disease.

9 «slaiw aJb 510 L=y «adJ s 811 & Lol WS U oS axadl &, jo#t Hles
tuos] « COVID-19 “omiwoll Lo oS woud# — 83527 62>lg 8Ly aJbs
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— ey sSJl — amall 6,15 (@KUWAIT MOH) February 2, 2021

Oman’s health ministry confirmed 161 new cases and no additional deaths

related to the disease, bringing the national totals to 134,685 and 1,532,
respectively.

#Statement No. 280
February 2, 2021 pic.twitter.com/0p4GE8hjcn

— ola’s — axadl 8,15 (@OManiMOH) February 2, 2021

In Bahrain the death toll stands at 376, with no deaths reported in the
previous 24 hours. An additional 657 were confirmed in the country.

Out of 14104 COVID-19 tests carried out on 2 February 2021, 657 new
cases have been detected among 330 expatriate workers, 321 new
cases are contacts of active cases, and 6 are travel related. There
285 recoveries from #COVID19, increasing total recoveries to 99285
pic.twitter.com/GLMOKgwvEq

— o]l aSdes | amed!| 6,19 (GMOH Bahrain) February 2, 2021
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2 monthsDubai to start vaccinations with Oxford-AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine

Yemen security authorities foil kill
plot by female Houthi cell

Wed, 2021-02-03 00:45

AL-MUKALLA: Authorities in Yemen have foiled a plot to kill military and
security officers after uncovering a Houthi cell of eight women.

The women were planning to carry out attacks against local targets when they
were found by police hiding in several houses in the central Yemeni city of
Marib, a security source told Arab News on Tuesday.
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The officer, who wished to remain anonymous, said security forces had been
closing in on the all-female cell for more than a month and when the
properties were raided they discovered GPS devices and a list of targets on
mobile phones.

During the last five years, security and military authorities have busted
several Houthi sleeper cells responsible for guiding ballistic missiles and
explosive-laden drones that hit military, security, and civilian locations in
densely populated Marib.

In September, a Yemeni court sentenced five Houthis to death for staging
attacks in government-controlled areas. But the latest incident was the first
time Yemeni officials in Marib had blamed the notorious Houthi policewomen
authority, known as Zainabeat, for orchestrating attacks in the city.

Houthi officials denied sending the eight women to kill government officials,
and instead accused the Yemeni government of taking the women hostage.

Meanwhile, on Tuesday, official Yemeni state media said Houthis in the
northern province of Amran had confiscated a number of homes and other
properties owned by army generals who backed the Yemeni government and Saudi-
led military operations in Yemen.

Led by Mohammed Ali Al-Metawakel, deputy governor of Amran, a group of
Houthis raided the homes of Maj. Gen. Hameed Al-Qushaibi, an army commander
who was killed, along with two of his brothers, in clashes with the Houthis
in 2014 in Khamer district.

According to reports, the Houthis sealed the houses and wrote on their walls,
“confiscated by the state.”

Since taking power by force in late 2014, Houthi-controlled courts have
sentenced to death and confiscated the properties of hundreds of politicians,
military and security officers, activists, and journalists who opposed their
rule.

Yemen experts said the militant group was using judicial authorities under
its control to justify stealing the properties of its opponents and was
seeking to blackmail government officials into surrendering.

A security official narrowly escaped death on Tuesday after an improvised
explosive device (IED) attached to his car went off near the historic city of
Shibam in the southeastern province of Hadramout, local officials told Arab
News.

Shibam district security chief, Col. Ahmed Nasher, was driving his vehicle on
the main road between Seiyun and Shibam when the IED exploded, rocking nearby
houses.

No one has claimed responsibility for the bombing, but local authorities in
Hadramout have previously blamed Al-Qaeda and Daesh operatives for staging
attacks.



In May, the former Shibam district security chief, Saleh bin Ali Jaber, and
four of his bodyguards, were killed in a similar attack near the old city.
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Are Yemen’'s Iran-backed Houthis firing warning shots across Biden
administration’s bows?Yemeni officials meet Saudi Islamic Affairs Minister

Turkey-Greece crisis talks: An
exercise in minimal expectations

Tue, 2021-02-02 21:40

WASHINGTON D.C.: After a tumultuous four years of Donald Trump’s rule, Joe
Biden has entered the White House with a packed domestic agenda, not least
the ongoing pandemic and its economic repercussions but also the gnawing
issue of race relations. As such, one might expect Biden to place America’s
foreign relations on the backburner, at least for the time being.

However, Biden has a strong track record on high-level diplomacy, chalking up
several years of engagement with America’s friends and foes, projecting US
national interests abroad. Now that he has assumed the highest office in the
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land, he has pledged to restore America’s image on the world stage.

Coincidentally, Biden’s tenure began just days before long-awaited talks
between Greece and Turkey took place in Istanbul — the latest in the
protracted territorial dispute which has long threatened the peace of the
Mediterranean Sea.

A handout photo released by the Greek National Defence Ministry on August 26,
2020 shows ships of the Hellenic Navy taking part in a military exercise in
the eastern Mediterranean Sea, on August 25, 2020. (AFP/Greek Defense
Ministry/File Photo)

Delayed by several months, and following a relative easing of tensions, talks
between Greece and Turkey are, on the surface at least, an exercise in
minimal expectations. Exploratory talks resumed after a pause of five years,
picking up where they left off in 2016.

Little progress toward normalizing relations was made between 2002 to 2016,
during which time some 60 rounds of talks took place. There is little sign
things will be any different this time around.

However, Biden is not Trump. He will need very little time getting up to
speed on the dispute in the eastern Mediterranean and his active involvement
in the State Department’s handling of the issue is beyond doubt.
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Furthermore, Biden will end the Trump-era practice of direct diplomacy
between the White House and Turkey'’'s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan,
preferring instead to act through the standard institutional channels.

Greece has reason to feel optimistic about the US stance. Biden has on
numerous occasions endorsed the Greek position on de-escalation, solving
outstanding issues through dialogue and recourse to international law. He is
also a supporter of the religious rights of the Greek minority in Turkey, and
especially of the role of the patriarchate in Istanbul.

By any measure, Greek-US relations are at their peak, having been
strengthened during the Trump years and made stronger through multiple
agreements on trade and mutual defense.
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Greece-Turkey

* 11 Turkey’s rank in Global Firepower military strength.

*

29 Greece’s rank in Global Firepower military strength.

*

$18.2b Turkey’s annual military budget.

* $7b Greece’s annual military budget.

Biden has also surrounded himself with seasoned diplomats and advisers who
worked with him during his eight-year tenure as Barack Obama’s vice
president, and whose concern for peace and stability in the region is echoed
in Greek rhetoric and policy initiatives.

By contrast, a big question mark hangs over Washington’s Turkey file.
Ankara’'s flourishing relationship with Moscow and its purchase of the Russian
S-400 missile defense system has led to US sanctions that Biden will be in no
hurry to lift.

Turkey’s position in NATO has been weakened, leaving member states including
France questioning its reliability. Indeed, Washington considers the presence
of S-400s on Turkish soil as a threat to its F-35 fighter jets and to NATO
defense systems in general.

This is not the only issue blighting the bilateral relationship. Ankara
continues to complain about the perceived US role in the 2016 coup attempt
and rejects US charges levelled against its state-owned Halkbank concerning
its alleged role in helping Iran evade US sanctions.



Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan (L) and Greek Prime Minister Kyriakos
Mitsotakis (R) shake hands in front of the Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut
Cavusoglu (C) during a bilateral meeting on the sidelines of the NATO summit
at the Grove hotel in Watford, northeast of London. (AFP/Murat
Cetinmuhurda/Turkish Presidential Press Service/File Photo)

More telling still is the view which emerged from talks between Jake
Sullivan, Biden’s national security adviser, and Bjoern Seibert, European
Commission President Ursula von der Leyen’s cabinet chief, who “agreed to
work together on issues of mutual concern, including China and Turkey,”
according to a White House statement.

Linking Turkey with China, the main US geopolitical adversary, is a blow to
Erdogan’s hopes of a close relationship with the new Biden administration.

If the US chooses to get involved in the Greece-Turkey dispute, Athens
rightly expects to reap the rewards. Yet it would be premature to assume the
Biden administration will automatically apply pressure on Turkey.

Firstly, the exploratory talks are informal and require no mediation. Talking
directly to one another, even if disagreements are substantial, is preferable
to having external sponsors.

Secondly, Turkey is currently trying to recalibrate its relations with the
West as well as countries closer to home, including the Gulf states and
Israel. The US is likely to give Turkey the benefit of the doubt, at least in
the initial stages of the new administration, and give it time to prove its
willingness for constructive cooperation.



Thirdly, for all of Turkey’s recent acts of bravado, the country remains a
potentially critical ally for the US in an intensely volatile region. Not
only does Turkey possess NATO’'s second largest army, it also has the
strategic positioning to act as a brake on Russia’s ambitions in the Middle
East, particularly in Syria.

By the time talks concluded on Jan 25, a few facts stood out.

Turkish President and leéder of the Justice and Development (AK) Party Recep
Tayyip Erdogan speaks during a parliamentary group meeting on January 27,
2021 at the Grand National Assembly of Turkey (GNAT) in Ankara. (AFP/File

Photo)

Although the talks were intended to take place at a merely technical level,
the Turkish delegation included Erdogan’s trusted advisor Ibrahim Kalin. The
move was likely designed to underscore Turkey’s sincerity in bringing the
talks to a successful conclusion, a message that its foreign minister
communicated to EU officials the previous day.

Another interesting fact is that both sides followed standard practice by not
revealing the content of their talks. This is largely a positive sign, since
press leaks are usually aimed at shifting the blame onto the opposite side
and undermining prospects for a positive result.

More encouraging still, Greece and Turkey have agreed to proceed with the
next round of talks in March, this time in Athens.

Washington, just like Brussels, welcomed the talks and highlighted the
importance of dialogue between the two sides. Confirming its attempt to adopt



an equidistant approach, the US will continue to encourage both Athens and
Ankara to resolve at least some of their disputes.

For Greece, these are limited and specific: the determination of the
continental shelf in the Aegean Sea and the delimitation of the two
countries’ respective Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZ).

For Turkey, on the other hand, the list includes issues such as minority
rights, the demilitarization of the Greek Dodecanese islands and the
alignment of Greece’s sea borders on the Aegean (6 miles) with its airspace
in the same region (10 miles).

Greek Prime Minister Kyriakoé Mitsotakis has reason to be optimistic about
the US stance during the Biden administration. (AFP/File Photo)

What is certain, save for any big surprises, is the US (and the EU) will
refrain from further sanctions on Turkey.

Pre-existing problems pertaining to the Aegean dispute and the Cyprus
problem, the primary issues of contention for many decades, have recently
been compounded by zero-sum games on hydrocarbon exploration in the eastern
Mediterranean, as well as the migrant and refugee crisis, fueled further by
the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic.

The fact that other states with interests in the region, such as Cyprus,
Israel, France, Italy, Libya and Egypt, are now part of the larger Eastern
Mediterranean dispute raises the stakes and pushes Greece and Turkey to adopt
maximalist positions.



For all of Washington'’s desire to see normalization, it is highly unlikely
that concrete progress will be made in the coming months.

Twitter: @dimitsar
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Greece, France to sign $2.8 billion fighter jet deal amid Turkey
tensionsTurkey and Greece resume talks to resolve maritime disputes

Syria flooding destroys schools,
refugee camps
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Tue, 2021-02-02 21:15

LONDON: A week of heavy flooding in northwest Syria has destroyed some 120
schools and swept away tents in refugee camps.

Over 21,000 children and more than 980 education personnel have been affected
by the floods, according to the UN Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs, which said its current assessment falls short of the
total damage caused because many areas remain inaccessible.

With more than 2 million children of school age in northwest Syria — roughly
half of them internally displaced due to the war — the education system in
the region is severely strained.

“The most basic thing needed in northwest Syria is the political will to help
children recover from the conflict,” Amjad Yamin, the advocacy and campaigns
director for Save the Children, told Arab News.

“There’s the easy way of funding education more — which is distinctly
underfunded, with 75 percent of what’'s being requested not being met — but
there’s also a need to put funding toward infrastructure. There just aren’'t
enough buildings in northwest Syria for the people there,” he said.

“We’re regularly left trying to make a choice between moving families living
in buildings into tents so they can host schools, or hosting schools in
tents, neither of which is a solution. Unless there’s some serious investment
in infrastructure, we’re going to continue to see the same cycle every
winter,” he added.

“More humanitarian access is needed in northwest Syria. Four million people
rely on it, but the UN Security Council only allows one border crossing for
humanitarian aid. We need to remove these restrictions — which are blocking a
lot of what charities can do — and we need to improve funding for access to
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services.”

Heavy rains in the Afrin province of northwest Syria have swept away dozens
of tents in recent days.

Mark Cutts, the UN deputy regional humanitarian coordinator for Syria, said
last week: “I am deeply concerned about the devastating impact that the
recent floods have had on displaced people living in camps in northwest
Syria.”

He added: “Just last year, 1 million people in this area were displaced by
fighting. Many of them are still living under olive trees on roadsides, as
there are simply not enough camps for all these people. The international
response has not matched the scale of the crisis.”
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Suffering of Syrians escalates amid flooding and aid shortagesUN Security
Council bickers as Syrians continue to suffer
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CAIRO: Egypt has sent official invitations to the Palestinian factions to
visit Cairo on Feb. 7 and start a comprehensive national dialogue.

Both Hamas and Fatah announced their intention to participate in the dialogue
in order to sign a charter of honor to hold the Palestinian elections on time
and to abide by their results.

Representatives of the Palestinian factions will arrive in the Egyptian
capital for the talks.

Officials in the two largest Palestinian movements, Fatah and Hamas, said in
statements that the Cairo meetings, which will last for several days, will
focus on contentious issues and search for consensus.

Fatah officials said the dialogue will focus on mechanisms for the success of
the Palestinian elections scheduled for the middle of this year.

Last month, Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas called for legislative
elections on May 22 and presidential elections on July 31.

These will be the first legislative elections since 2006 and presidential
elections since 2005.

“The delegations participating in the dialogue will arrive in Cairo on Feb. 7
and the comprehensive national dialogue will start the following day,” Maj.
Gen. Jibril Rajoub, secretary of the Fatah Central Committee, said in a
statement.

“We will go to the Cairo dialogue, as President Mahmoud Abbas said, with open
minds, in order to reach the results that our Palestinian people wish for,”
he added.

Taher Al-Nono, media adviser to the president of Hamas, said in a statement
that the head of the movement’s political bureau, Ismail Haniyeh, received an
official invitation from Egypt to attend the dialogue with a delegation.

“The leadership of the movement decided that Saleh Al-Arouri, deputy head of
the political bureau, would lead the movement’s delegation participating in
the dialogue,” Al-Nono added.

The call for dialogue comes at a time when the Palestinian issue is
undergoing a breakthrough, with US President Joe Biden’s assertion of the US
commitment to achieving peace in the Middle East on the basis of the two-
state solution.
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Al-Arouri explained that the delegations of the Palestinian factions will
begin arriving in Cairo to start the dialogue and discuss holding Palestinian

elections, at the level of the Legislative Council, the presidency and the
National Council.

He stressed Hamas’' adherence to overcoming obstacles and having elections in
a way that achieves the supreme interest of the Palestinian people.

“Hamas is ready for the Cairo dialogues,” he added.
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‘Historic’ Palestinian factions’ reconciliation meeting puts smiles on

facesSisi and Abu Dhabi crown prince discuss Israel deals and energy during
Cairo meeting
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