
Legislative amendments enabling
submission and processing of
applications for Hong Kong identity
cards by automated means gazetted

     The subsidiary legislation under the Registration of Persons Ordinance
(ROP Ordinance) (Cap. 177), namely the Registration of Persons (Amendment)
Regulation 2024, was gazetted today (October 18).

     Corresponding to the above amendments, amendments to the Electronic
Transactions (Exclusion) Order (Cap. 553B), viz. the Electronic Transactions
(Exclusion) (Amendment) (No. 2) Order 2024, was also gazetted today.

     The above legislative proposals aim to enable the submission and
processing of applications for Hong Kong identity cards (HKICs) by automated
means via the Personal Documentation Submission Kiosks (PDSKs) of the
Immigration Department (ImmD). Eligible applicants can complete the
streamlined application procedures at the PDSKs in a self-service manner
without the need to meet a Registration Officer in person. The proposed
amendment regulation and order will be tabled at the Legislative Council on
October 23 for negative vetting.

     A spokesman for the ImmD said, "The first batch of PDSKs is now set up
at the Immigration Headquarters in Tseung Kwan O. It is anticipated that the
PDSKs' function in handling HKICs applications will be introduced by the end
of this year, once the amendments to the related subsidiary legislations have
passed through the scrutiny period. Eligible applicants will be able to
submit HKICs applications in a self-service manner, which will be more
convenient and time-efficient. Regardless of the means used to submit
applications, the eligibility criteria for HKICs applications remain
unchanged."

     The service arrangements and details regarding HKICs applications via
PDSKs will be announced in due course prior to its introduction at the end of
this year.
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