
Leave on 31 October

As I expected yesterday the Commons voted for the Withdrawal Treaty Bill to
have a second reading, then voted down the Timetable motion needed to allow
further progress on the Bill.

Some MPs voted for the Bill, then switched and voted against its early
proceeding. They did so knowing the PM has promised we leave, with or without
a deal, on October 31.

In order to leave with this unhappy “deal” the Commons needed to pass all
stages by Thursday so the Lords could do the same, to complete the Bill by
end October, just 8 days away.

The only way forward from here that might deliver a good Brexit on time is to
leave on 31 October without signing a Treaty, offering a free trade deal as
we leave. I have been trying to get the government to do this for sometime.
Maybe more will now see trying to compromise with a Remain Parliament by
offering a watered down Brexit does not work.
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