
LCQ8: Industrial accidents of Hong
Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge Main Bridge

     Following is a question by the Hon Chu Hoi-dick and a written reply by
the Secretary for Transport and Housing, Mr Frank Chan Fan, in the
Legislative Council today (May 9):
 
Question:
 
     The Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge Authority (the HZMB Authority),
jointly established by the governments of Hong Kong, the Guangdong Province
and Macao, is responsible for the construction and operation of the Hong
Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge (HZMB).  In this connection, will the Government
inform this Council:
 
(1) given that the information provided by the HZMB Authority, as quoted by
the Transport and Housing Bureau, indicates that since the commencement of
the part in Mainland waters of the construction works of the HZMB Main Bridge
project, a total of nine fatal industrial accidents resulting in nine deaths
in total have happened so far, whether the Government knows the following
details of each of such accidents (set out in a table):

(i)      the date and time of the accident,
(ii)     the location of the accident,
(iii)    the name and post title of the deceased,
(iv)    the gender and age of the deceased,
(v)     the sequence of events leading to the accident,
(vi)    the progress and outcome of the investigation into the cause of the
accident, and
(vii)   the amount of the employee's compensation and the disbursement
progress;
 
(2) whether it knows the number of serious work injury accidents since the
commencement of the part in Mainland waters of the construction works of the
HZMB Main Bridge project, and the resultant number of injuries, as well as
the details of each of such accidents; and
 
(3) given that the Zhuhai Housing, Urban-Rural Planning and Development
Bureau indicated in a gazette issued in October 2016 that an accident of
collapse of structure and drowning of workers had happened in the HZMB Zhuhai
boundary crossing facilities (BCF) project in August of the same year causing
one death, whether the Government knows (i) if this deceased person was not
counted towards the nine deaths mentioned in (1), and (ii) the respective
numbers of industrial accidents as well as the resultant deaths and serious
work injuries since the commencement of the construction works of the HZMB
Zhuhai BCF and Macao BCF projects, and the details of each of such accidents?

Reply:
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President,

     My reply to the various parts of the Hon Chu Hoi-dick's question is as
follows:
 
     The entire Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge (HZMB) project consists of two
parts: (i) the HZMB Main Bridge (i.e. a 22.9 km-long bridge and a 6.7 km-long
subsea tunnel) situated in Mainland waters which is being taken forward by
the HZMB Authority; and (ii) the link roads and boundary crossing facilities
under the respective responsibility of the governments of Guangdong, Hong
Kong and Macao.
 
     The HZMB Authority is directly responsible for the construction and
management of the HZMB Main Bridge.  In the event of industrial accidents or
cases of work injuries, the contractors concerned are required to report to
the HZMB Authority and the relevant local government department(s) in a
timely manner.  According to the information provided by the HZMB Authority,
since the commencement of construction of the HZMB Main Bridge, there were
nine fatal accidents relating to the Main Bridge causing the death of nine
workers.  The details of the cases are at Annex.  Apart from the nine fatal
cases mentioned above, the HZMB Authority indicated that they had not
received reports of other work injuries.
 
     As regards the accident at the HZMB Zhuhai boundary crossing facilities
project in August 2016 referred to in the question, the HZMB Authority
indicated that the accident did not occur within the area of the HZMB Main
Bridge project and therefore it was not included in the above nine accidents.
  Based on the territoriality principle, the governments of Guangdong, Hong
Kong and Macao should be responsible for the link roads and boundary crossing
facilities within their own boundaries; we do not have the information on
industrial accidents that occurred in the sites of either the Zhuhai or Macao
boundary crossing facilities project.


