Inner Mongolian forest fire spreads to
1,500 hectares

A lightning-induced fire in Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region in north China
has engulfed 1,500 hectares of forest as of Saturday, but authorities believe
the fire is still controllable.

About 3,000 firefighters from Inner Mongolia and neighboring Heilongjiang
Province, together with 14 helicopters, are trying to extinguish the blaze.
Another 1,000 firefighters are rushing to the scene to help.

The forest is part of the Greater Hinggan Mountains in north and northeast
China.

According to firefighters, this year the Greater Hinggan Mountains have seen
a longer period with high temperatures and severe drought, which has made it
difficult to put out the fire.
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