
In Tanzania, UN refugee chief praises
‘regional peacemaker’ role, and
efforts to welcome neighbours on the
run

The head of the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) has praised Tanzania for the long-
standing welcome it offers hundreds of thousands of refugees, describing it
as a “regional peacemaker” in an unstable part of Africa, that deserves more
international support.

Speaking at the end of a four-day visit to the east African nation, Filippo
Grandi called for greater investment in the north-west region of Tanzania,
where some 300,000 refugees are being hosted, and pledged to mobilize more
support for humanitarian efforts, local community development, improved camp
security, and environmental projects.

In a meeting with Tanzanian President John Joseph Magafuli, Mr. Grandi
commended the country’s tradition of welcoming refugees fleeing conflict and
persecution in neighbouring countries, and said Tanzania deserved greater
international recognition for its role as “one of the most important refugee
asylum countries in Africa.”
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The common market where Burundi and DRC refugees can interact with Tanzanian
host community at Nyarugusu Refugee Camp in Kasulu District, western
Tanzania, February 7, 2019.

However, Mr. Grandi also impressed upon government officials the importance

http://www.government-world.com/in-tanzania-un-refugee-chief-praises-regional-peacemaker-role-and-efforts-to-welcome-neighbours-on-the-run/
http://www.government-world.com/in-tanzania-un-refugee-chief-praises-regional-peacemaker-role-and-efforts-to-welcome-neighbours-on-the-run/
http://www.government-world.com/in-tanzania-un-refugee-chief-praises-regional-peacemaker-role-and-efforts-to-welcome-neighbours-on-the-run/
http://www.government-world.com/in-tanzania-un-refugee-chief-praises-regional-peacemaker-role-and-efforts-to-welcome-neighbours-on-the-run/
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/latest/2019/2/5c5d6ed44/unhcr-chief-calls-international-support-tanzania.html


of not forcing refugees to go back to their countries of origin. Over 57,000
refugees from Burundi have been assisted to voluntarily leave Tanzania and
return home in the last two years, but some refugees report their decision
was partly based on perceived pressure from the authorities, restrictions on
freedom of movement and a lack of access to jobs, so they can support
themselves.

“It is important that nobody is forced back, that repatriation remains a
voluntary exercise,” Mr. Grandi told reporters, after visiting the Nyarugusu
Refugee Camp in Kasulu, home to around 15,000 Burundian and Congolese
refugees. He noted that some refugees are volunteering to go back to their
countries of origin, despite uncertain conditions in both the Democratic
Republic of Congo (DRC) and Burundi, and said that sustainable refugee return
happens when refugees feel confident that it is safe to go back, and receive
the necessary support to do so. Nearly three-quarters of Tanzania’s refugees
are from Burundi, and the other 26 per cent are from the Democratic Republic
of the Congo, or DRC.

Mr. Grandi praised Tanzania for supporting the UN’s Global Compact on
Refugees, which calls for greater international support to host countries and
more refugee self-reliance which, he said, stimulates local economies and
provides opportunities for host communities.
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