Human cost of conflict in South Sudan
has reached ‘epic proportions,’ warns
UN refugee agency chief

1 February 2018 — The human cost of South Sudan’s long-running conflict has
reached “epic proportions” with the number of refugees set to rise beyond
three million by the end of this year, potentially making it Africa’s largest
refugee crisis since the mid-1990s, the head of the UN refugee agency said on
Thursday.

Filippo Grandi, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, together with UN
Emergency Relief Coordinator, Mark Lowcock, launched a $3.2 billion appeal to
help those forced to flee their homes, as fighting continues across the
world’s youngest country.

They are appealing for $1.5 billion to support refugees who have fled across
the border into six neighbouring countries, including Uganda, Kenya, Sudan,
Ethiopia, the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and Central African
Republic (CAR).

A further $1.7 billion is needed to help those internally-displaced by the
fighting, which has fuelled famine conditions, and a humanitarian crisis
since conflict broke out between forces loyal to the President and Vice-
President, in 2013.

Mr. Grandi said the violence was “purging South Sudan of the people who
should be the greatest resource of a young nation.”

“They should be building the country, not fleeing it,” he added.

Mr. Grandi and Mr. Lowcock, who is also the UN Under-Secretary-General for
Humanitarian Affairs, have been visiting newly-arrived refugees from the
country, in UNHCR’s Kakuma refugee camp, in northern Kenya.

Mr. Lowcock said that the conflict had taken a “brutal and deadly toll” and
it was “in the interests of everyone to continue to provide generous and
continuous support” to the refugees.

There are nearly 2.5 million South Sudanese who have already fled the
country, and around seven million need humanitarian assistance.
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