Housing Bureau to launch “Trial Scheme
on Special Allowance for Households of
Transitional Housing” tomorrow

a€<The Housing Bureau (HB) will launch the "Trial Scheme on Special
Allowance for Households of Transitional Housing" ("Trial Scheme") tomorrow
(August 22) to provide assistance to the new households of transitional
housing for removal and adaptation to the new community.

The "Trial Scheme" provides a one-off special allowance for new
households of transitional housing projects under the "Funding Scheme to
Support Transitional Housing Projects by Non-government Organisations" to
alleviate their pressure arising from expenditures during removal and
adaptation to the new living environment (such as children's school transfer,
moving/purchasing furniture and electrical appliances, re-establishing
community networks, etc.). There is no restriction on the use of the subsidy
so as to allow households to meet their own needs in a more flexible manner.
The scheme is targeted at households who have moved into transitional housing
units on or after June 16, 2023. The households receiving the allowance will
have to stay in the unit for at least one year, and will not be granted the
allowance for a second time thereafter.

The spokesperson of the HB said, "The HB noticed that many of the
households moving into transitional housing are low-income grassroots people
who may not be able to afford the relocation expenses. Therefore, the HB
successfully applied to the Commission on Poverty on June 16 this year for a
funding of $85.2 million from the Community Care Fund to support the two-year
“Trial Scheme", with a view to providing the households with timely support
and encouragement. It is estimated to benefit as many as 35 000 people."

The amount of disbursement depends on the number of family members
living together in the household and the region of a€<a€<the project they are
moving into. The amount of disbursable allowances is listed in the table
below:

Region of the Transitional Housing Project]
Urban and New Territories and
Extended Urban Islands
Household Size |Special Allowance Amount ($)
[L-person 1,800 13,650 |
2-person 12,700 5,450 |
3-person 3,550 7,100 |
4-person 4,200 8, 450 |
5-person 4,850 l9, 700 |
6-person or above  |5,750 11,550 |
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The households can submit an application for the allowance to the
operating organisations when completing the procedures in taking up the
allocated transitional housing unit. The operating organisations will
disburse the allowance within 20 working days after receiving the
application. If the applicant approved for the allowance has not yet moved
into the project at that time, it will be disbursed within 10 working days
after formally moving in.

Application forms and details will be available from the operating
organisations of transitional housing projects or can be downloaded from the
website of the HB
(www.hb.gov.hk/eng/policy/housing/policy/transitional/index.html) starting
from tomorrow. For enquiries, please call the Task Force on Transitional
Housing under HB at 3579 5549.
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