
Hold firm in trade talks

The PM should give no ground in talks next week. We need to take full control
of our fish, our laws and our borders on January 1 2021.

Nor do we need to delay bringing in checks at our borders on EU food and
goods. They should be the same as the checks we currently apply to non EU
food and goods. If it needs more people and more checking lanes at ports then
there is six months to increase capacity to do it properly with no added
delays. We can also use trusted trader arrangements so most of it is pre
checked, not needing a border post check. If we know what is on the truck and
can spot check or follow up leads if wrongful declarations are ever suspected
we can allow easy transit for most goods.

How many more times do we have to explain this to a reluctant Establishment?
Ministers must instruct them to do it. It’s what we already do for other
countries so why the fuss? People importing food are anyway responsible in
law for checking a consignment when they receive it, as it is  their
reputation  on the line. They want compliant and wholesome food, so they do
most of the checking and enforcing well away from the ports.
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