HKO's observing station becomes
world’s first accredited centennial
upper air observing station

The upper air observing station of the Hong Kong Observatory (HKO)
became the world's first centennial upper air observing station accredited by
the World Meteorological Organization (WMO).

The WMO began commending meteorological stations that maintain high-
quality meteorological measurements as well as properly archive historical
documents and long-term observation data in different parts of the world
through an accreditation mechanism since 2017. Long-term meteorological
observations are crucial for documenting and analysing the Earth's climate
change, which help drive the development of climate research. So far, about
300 observing stations with 100 years of history or more have been accredited
by the WMO.

The upper air observing station of the HKO located at King's Park was
accredited by the WMO in June this year, and is the first centennial upper
air observing station so accredited in the world. In 2017, the surface
observing station at the HKO Headquarters was also accredited by the WMO as
one of the first batch of centennial observing stations.

The HKO has set up a thematic webpage to introduce the work of the upper
air observing station and its important milestones through precious
historical photos. Members of the public are welcome to visit the webpage at
www. hko.gov.hk/en/wxinfo/aws/100 Upper Air/centennial-upper-air-observation-i
n-hong-kong-cum-70th-anniversary-of-kings-park-meteorological-station.html.
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