Have your say on reforming local
government in Wales

Under the plans set out in a Welsh Government White Paper councils would work
with each other, on a regional and mandatory basis, to deliver a range of
different services such as economic development - including certain planning
functions and transport.

Councils would also decide how they would work together on other services
like education improvement, social services, additional learning needs,
public protection, substance misuse and promotion of the Welsh language.

Together with these proposals, views are also being sought on reducing the
voting age at local government elections to 16 and enabling local authorities
to adopt either ‘first past the post’ or ‘single transferable vote’ election
systems.

The White Paper also sets out how the Welsh Government would strengthen the
role of community councils and encourage democratic participation.

The Local Government Secretary said:

“These proposals are not about change for change’s sake.

“Our councils are working against a backdrop of extraordinary
austerity and some services are facing a great deal of pressure.
Local government reform is essential if we’re to make these
services stronger and more resilient to cope with the demands of
the future.

“We also want people to be more engaged and involved in the
decisions that affect their communities. That’s why it’'s so
important that the public and those involved in delivering council
services, at every level, have their say in this consultation. Your
views matter and will shape the way we take these proposals
forward.”

The consultation on reforming local government closes on 11th April.
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