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Patrick McAllister defeats former government minister in crucial
Hotwells & Harbourside council by-election

Key electoral test passed on mission to elect Carla Denyer as Bristol’s
first Green MP

Carla Denyer: “The direction of travel is clear – Bristol is turning
Green.”

Win means 17 of 20 councillors in Bristol West represent the Green Party

McAllister: “I’m humbled to be elected to represent our community at
such a vital time”

The Green Party’s chance of electing their next MP has increased after they
became the outright largest group on Bristol City Council by winning the
Hotwells & Harbourside by-election.

Winning Hotwells & Harbourside now means 17 of the 20 councillors in the
Bristol West Constituency are Green. There’s growing evidence that their
candidate, national party leader Carla Denyer, can become Bristol’s first
Green MP at the next General Election. 

Denyer said:

“Patrick’s outstanding win is a very significant milestone for our movement.
Our country desperately needs more Green MPs to tackle the climate emergency,
the cost of living crisis and save our NHS. This vital local win paves the
way for a national victory in the wider constituency at the next General
Election.

“Bristol is a unique city that I’m proud to call my home. At a time when
Labour are polling high nationally, Bristol once again has bucked the trend.
Hotwells & Harbourside residents have chosen a brilliant Young Green over a
former government minister, showing there is a real changing of the guard
happening here.”
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“Patrick and I will work tirelessly with our fellow councillors for the good
of this city. The direction of travel is clear – Bristol is turning Green.”

Following a closely-fought campaign, McAllister becomes the Green Party’s
25th councillor, making them the new largest group in Bristol’s City Hall for
the first time ever.

McAllister, a climate science graduate who works in legal services, said: 

“I’m humbled to be elected to represent our community at such a vital time,
and want to thank the residents of Spike Island, Hotwells, Brandon Hill and
the Harbourside for putting their trust in me.

“Successive Conservative-led governments and our Labour-run council have left
residents feeling frustrated, whether it’s through botched consultations on
new developments, repair works dragging on for years, the cladding crisis or
even by threatening to take our library away. There’s never been a more vital
time to speak up for our communities and that’s what I’m going to do my best
to do.

“I’d like to thank former councillor Alex Hartley for his service to the
community, and all of the other candidates – it’s been quite an experience!”

Cllr Heather Mack, leader of the Green Party group on Bristol City Council,
added:

“I’m so proud Patrick is joining 24 experienced and dedicated councillors in
the Green group. I’ve known him for years as a dedicated campaigner.
Throughout this campaign he’s proven to be the hardest worker in the harbour,
and I know that hard work will continue.

“Residents in neighbouring wards all have Green councillors too and like what
they see. People don’t live their lives in narrow ward boundaries – that’s
why we will always work together as a team and put residents first. I can’t
wait for Patrick to get to work.”

Full results of the Hotwells & Harbourside by-election are available on the
Bristol City Council website.
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