Greens call for protection of people
and planet

11 November 2022

Reacting to news that the UK economy shrunk in the last three months [1],
the Green Party of England and Wales called for protections for people and
the planet.

Adrian Ramsay, co-leader of the Green Party of England and Wales, said:

“GDP is a poor and limited measure of sustainable economic activity, but news
that the UK economy on this measure has shrunk must not be used by the
government as an excuse to cut public services or delay investing to tackle
climate change.

“Wages are falling, prices are rising and at COP27 analysis by the Global
Carbon Project shows that despite the need to cut emissions by half by 2030
to restrict global heating to 1.5C and avoid the most devastating impacts of
the climate crisis, emissions are rising [2].

“We need a radical shift in economic priorities to protect people from
poverty, properly fund schools and the NHS, and ensure the urgent shift to a
net zero economy takes place now. This would create more sustainable economic
activity while also reducing carbon emissions.”

Notes:

[1]
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/grossdomesticproductgdp/bulletins/gdpfirstquar
terlyestimateuk/latest

[2] https://www.qglobalcarbonproject.org/carbonbudget/
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