Green Party welcomes Gaza ceasefire
and calls for root causes of the
conflict to be addressed

Ellie Chowns, MP for North Herefordshire and Green Party Foreign Affairs
spokesperson, said: “I welcome the news of a ceasefire agreement between the
Israeli government and Hamas. This is a vital step to halt the devastating
violence that has claimed tens of thousands of lives and caused unimaginable
suffering, particularly for the people of Gaza. I also welcome reports that
hostages are being released, bringing relief to many families.

“The Green Party has been calling for a ceasefire since October 2023, and
while this agreement offers hope, it must mark the beginning of addressing
the root causes of the conflict. The ongoing occupation, the siege of Gaza,
and systemic violations of Palestinian rights cannot continue.

“The UK government must formally recognise the State of Palestine.
Recognising Palestine is a vital step toward justice, equality, and a
sustainable peace. It demonstrates a commitment to international law and a
balanced approach to the region.

“Suspending some arms sales to Israel is not enough. The Green Party has
consistently called for a full suspension of all arms exports to the Israeli
military. This includes UK-supplied weapons parts, such as components of the
F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, which evidence suggests have been used in ways
that violate international law and exacerbate the humanitarian crisis.

“The UK must support efforts to hold all those responsible for violations of
international law accountable. We must ensure that humanitarian aid flows
freely into Gaza to address the urgent needs of those who have endured this
catastrophic violence.

“True peace requires justice, dignity, and equality for all people in the
region. This is a moment for global leaders to act with courage and
commitment, working towards a future where Palestinians and Israelis can live
in peace, free from fear, violence, and oppression. Let us ensure that this
ceasefire marks not just the end of the bombs, but the beginning of a pathway
to lasting peace and justice.”
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