
Green Party responds to John McDonnell
on tax

19 April 2017

The Green Party has responded to John McDonnell’s refusal to say that the
general level of taxation would rise under a Labour Government. Specifically
he said that only those earning £70-£80,000 would have to pay more, despite
just 15% of people earning over £42,000 and just one in 20 earning £78,000
per year. [1] [2]

Jonathan Bartley, co-leader of the Green Party, called for an honest debate
about tax to ensure that public services are protected.

He said: 

“It’s deeply disappointing to hear the Shadow Chancellor back away from a
radical shakeup of the tax system to truly redistribute wealth and support
our public services. The truth is that that anyone paying higher rate tax is
in the top 15% of earners in the country, and we should be asking them to pay
more to stop our NHS crumbling and our welfare state being destroyed. Indeed
the general level of taxation in the country should be going up. That’s why
the Green Party will, in the coming weeks, reveal a bold tax plan which would
provide Britain with world-leading public services.”

Notes:

[1]
http://www.newstatesman.com/politics/economy/2016/11/no-john-mcdonnell-people
-earning-over-42000-have-not-been-hit-hard

[2] http://www.thisismoney.co.uk/money/news/article-3621852/More-1m-people-sa
y-earn-100k-year-nearly-50-000-make-1m-survey-finds.html
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