Green Party: Report “lays bare the
cruelty of Universal Credit”

]

16 November 2017

The Green Party says a new report [1] by the Women’s Budget Group and the
Runnymede Trust, which shows that women and ethnic minorities will lose out
financially under Universal Credit, lays bare the cruelty of the system being
imposed by the Government.

The Green Party believes that instead of Universal Credit the Government
should be looking at creating a Universal Basic Income.

The analysis was published today and exposes the devastating impact of
changes such as the cut to the work allowance and the two-child limit.

Women will face the worst of the cuts, with 2.2 million claimants in
employment expected to lose an average of £1,400 a year and 3.6 million
claimants not in employment set to lose an average £600 a year. Black
employed women will lose the most, an average of £1500 a year.

Amelia Womack, Green Party deputy leader, said:

“Universal Credit is nothing more than an attack on Britain’s poorest and
most vulnerable and this report lays bare the cruelty of the system. Women
are being punished simply for being women, with BME women suffering the most.
There is nothing either universal or credit-worthy about Universal Credit.

“The Green Party is calling for the Government to scrap Universal Credit and
invest in a Universal Basic Income trial instead, which would make much more
of a difference to families living in poverty.”

Notes:

1. https://wbg.org.uk/news/new-research-shows-universal-credit-failing-jus
t-managing-women-bme-households-hardest-hit/
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