
Great British High Street Awards 2019
judges revealed

Judges of this year’s Great British High Streets Awards have been announced
today (23rd July 2019). 

A panel of 47 judges have been chosen to represent those who use and care
about the high street, from teenagers, to older people, commercial customers
and families. The panel combines public and private sector expertise,
including proud partner Visa and sponsor Elavon.

The Great British High Street Awards celebrate the UK’s best and most
ambitious high streets, with winners receiving up to £15,000 in prize money.

The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government, in partnership
with Visa, runs the awards. Winners showcase the best examples of how high
streets can rise to the challenges of changing consumer behaviour in a
changing retail environment.

Shortlisted high streets will be announced on 7 August and the public will
then be able to cast their vote along with the independent judging panel.

The winners will be announced at an awards ceremony in November.

The Great British High Street judges: 

Tony Armstrong- CEO of Locality
Martin Austin- Managing Director, Nimbus Disability
Caroline Baker-Head of Manchester Office, Cushman and Wakefield
Joe Barratt- Co Founder, The Teenage Market
Emily Berwyn – Director, Meanwhile Space
Giulia Bunting – Director, Tulley Bunting
Emma Cariaga – Head of Operations, Canada Water, British Land
David Chapman- Executive Director in Wales, Hospitality Cymru
Harvin Chohan- Chair of BPF Futures (CBRE)
Katie Christie- Merchant, Victoriana Florist
Dean Christy- Managing Director, Corn Exchange Crickhowell
Will Colthorpe- Partner, Argent
Aodhan Connolly- Director, Retail Consortium NI
Edward Cooke- CEO, Revo
Sophia de Sousa – Chief Executive, The Glass-House Community Led Design
Martyn Evans- Creative Director, U+I
Elizabeth Faulkner-Bid Manager, Altrincham Unlimited
Pete Gladwell-Public Sector Partnerships, L&G
Joe Harrison- CEO, National Market Traders’ Federation
Surinder Josan- President, British Independent Retailers Association
Woordrow Kernohan – Director, John Hansard Gallery
Mark Lloyd- CEO, Local Government Association
James Lowman- CEO, Association of Convenience Stores
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Suzanne Lutton- Regeneration Manager,  Lisburn and Castlereagh City Council
Amanda Mackenzie OBE-CEO, Business in the Community
Willie McLeod- Executive Director, UK Hospitality
John Martin –  Pitshanger Village Traders’ Association
Andrew McRae- Policy Chair, Federation of Small Businesses (Scotland)
Charlotte Mitchell- Member of National Infrastructure Commission’s Young
Professionals Panel, Quod
Catherine Mitton- CEO, The Bid Foundation
Becky Myles- Chairperson,  Newport-on-Tay Traders’ Association
Colin Neil – CEO, Hospitality Ulster
John Parmiter- Director, Future High Streets
Liz Peace- Non Executive Director, Various 
Phil Prentice- CO, Scotland’s Town Partnership
Simon Quin- Director, Institute of Place Management
Glyn Roberts- CEO, Retail Northern Ireland
Mark Robinson- Elandi
Jackie Sadek- COO, UK Regeneration
Brigid Simmonds OBE- British Beer and Pub Association
Hannah Sloggett- Co-Director, Nudge Community Builders
Sally Themans- Founder, Love Bridgnorth
Kate Thomas-  Cowbridge Chamber of Trade
Alan Thornburrow- Scotland Director, BITC Scotland
Sally Ann Watkiss- Non Executive Director, Various
Mark Williams- Director, Hart Group
Graham Wilson OBE- CEO, National Association of British Markets

How the government is backing the Great British high street:

A £675 million Future High Streets Fund. This will support local areas in
England to renew and reshape town centres and high streets in a way that
improves experience, drives growth and ensures future sustainability. More
than 300 local authorities bid for a share of the funding in Round 1 of the
competitive application process. The government welcomes this positive
response as evidence of the appetite to reimagine and reinvent our towns and
high streets. Over 50 places have been successful in progressing to the
business case development phase. These will each receive a small amount of
revenue funding and support from officials. 

The Future High Streets Fund will also support the regeneration of heritage
high streets (up to £55 million of the overall Fund). This was launched by
Historic England on 18 May and closed on 12 July.

Providing one third off retailers’ business rate bills for two years from
April 2019, for properties with a rateable value below £51,000. The support
is available to a range of retail properties such as shops, restaurants,
cafes and pubs, subject to State Aid and eligibility.

Supporting local leadership with a High Streets Task Force, giving high
streets and town centres expert advice to adapt and thrive. This will provide
hands-on support to local areas to develop data-driven innovative strategies
and connect local areas to relevant experts. The Task Force will also provide
training and help to improve coordination between different groups working to



improve their high streets.  We ran a competitive procurement process for an
organisation to run the Task Force and have appointed the Institute of Place
Management (IPM) to run the Task Force. Over the summer we will be working
with them to agree a plan of work for the Task Force.

The planning consultation to help support change on the high street, making
it easier for high streets to adapt for the future, with a wider range of
retail, residential and other uses. As a result of this, new permitted
development rights came into force on 25 May allowing more change of use
between premises to enable businesses to adapt and diversify to respond to
emerging consumer demands and avoid premises lying empty. We will also launch
a new £1 million ‘High Streets CPO Support Fund’ in the Autumn this year,
with a prospectus published over the summer in order to help address the
structural challenges facing high streets.

Piloting a register of empty commercial properties to support wider
regeneration of our high streets and town centres.

Launching an ‘Open Doors’ pilot in 5 town centres to bring empty properties
back into use by matching landlords of vacant premises with local community
groups looking for space. The confirmed locations that will be part of the
pilot are Stoke-on-Trent, Bradford, Rochford, Kettering and Slough. During
‘High Streets Week’ (2 July 2019) community groups moved into sites in Stoke-
on-Trent, Kettering and Bradford. Sites in Slough and Rochford will follow
shortly.


