
Government reminds persons of targeted
groups about requirements for free
testing at community testing centres

     The Food and Health Bureau (FHB) announced on May 15 that apart from
free COVID-19 testing service provided for persons required to undergo
testing as mandated by compulsory testing notices, the Government will also
continue to provide free COVID-19 testing service at community testing
centres (CTCs) for persons of targeted groups who have yet to complete a
COVID-19 vaccination course or are unfit for vaccination because of health
reasons.
 
     A spokesman for the FHB reminded today (May 18) that starting next
Monday (May 24), construction site personnel and working staff accompanying
and receiving local group tours are required to present medical certificate
or vaccination record to staff of the CTCs for free testing service. They
should get the documents ready as soon as possible if they will continue to
undergo regular testing. Those without the required documents will need to
pay for the testing service. The Government does not preclude extending this
requirement to other targeted groups later.
 
     Currently, persons of targeted groups who have not completed vaccination
are generally required to undergo regular testing within 14 or seven days
before work, and the specific requirements (including testing frequency,
specimen requirement, etc.) are set out at Annex. In view of the protection
brought by the vaccination, the relevant staff member will no longer need to
undergo regular testing upon his or her completion of vaccination.
 
     The spokesman reiterated that the two vaccines currently recognised in
Hong Kong are safe and effective, and have been received by tens of millions
of people worldwide. Getting vaccinated can protect oneself and those around,
and is the best way to fight the virus. Most people are fit for vaccination.
Currently, all Hong Kong residents aged 16 or above are eligible for
receiving free vaccination. The Government calls on the public to treasure
the vaccine supply in Hong Kong and get vaccinated as soon as possible.
 
     The following eligible groups may continue to make booking online
(www.communitytest.gov.hk/en/) for free testing service at the CTCs.
 
Persons eligible for booking a free test every seven days
â—� Staff of catering businesses and scheduled premises
â—� Staff of quarantine hotels
 
Persons eligible for booking a free test every 14 days
â—� Construction site personnel (including registered construction workers
and other resident site personnel) *
â—� Staff of public and private swimming pools/beaches
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â—� Staff of specified hotels
 
Other persons eligible for booking a free test
â—� Working staff accompanying and receiving local group tours (including
tourist guides, tour escorts, staff seeing off the groups, drivers of
chartered tour coaches and crew of chartered ferries) *
(within seven days before the tour, and no more than one free test every
seven days)
 
* With effect from May 24, (i) persons who are unfit to receive COVID-19
vaccination because of health reasons are required to present a relevant
medical certificate; and (ii) persons who have received the first dose of
COVID-19 vaccine should present relevant vaccination record (such as by
downloading their electronic vaccination records or saving the printouts of
their vaccination records to their mobile phones, or bringing along the
printouts or copies of their vaccination records).
 
      Apart from attending the CTCs for testing, citizens can continue to
utilise other free testing channels provided by the Government, including
attending mobile specimen collection stations (if service scope is
applicable) for free testing. For details on testing means other than the
CTCs, please refer to the following
webpage: www.coronavirus.gov.hk/eng/early-testing.html.    
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