Rich variety of life on earth
essential says UN chief Guterres,
marking biological diversity day

Since December 1993, when the Convention on Biological Diversity entered into
force, its parties have acted to conserve the earth’s flora and fauna, in a
sustainable and fair way, said the UN chief.

“Achieving these objectives is integral to meet our goals for sustainable
development,” Mr. Guterres stressed, underscoring the importance of
protecting, restoring and ensuring access to ecosystems to eradicating
extreme poverty and hunger: Goals 1 and 2 of what are known as the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

To mitigate climate change, he notes that deforestation and land degradation
must be reduced while at the same time, enhancing carbon stocks in forests,
drylands, rangelands and croplands.

He said it was also critical to protect the biodiversity of forests and
watersheds to support clean and plentiful water supplies.

Yet, despite these and other benefits, biodiversity continues to decline
globally.

“The answer is to intensify efforts and build on successes,” stated Mr.
Gutteres. He explained that in 2018, Parties to the Convention will begin
work on a new action plan to ensure that, by 2050, biodiversity is preserved
to the best of our abilities.

“The entire world needs to join this effort,” he emphasized: “I urge
governments, businesses and people everywhere to act to protect the nature
that sustains us. Our collective future depends on it,” concluded the
Secretary-General.

In her message, Cristiana Pasca Palmer, Executive Secretary of the Convention
on Biological Diversity (CBD), noted that biodiversity is at the heart of the
2030 Sustainable Development Agenda.

Its decline compounds other challenges, including climate change, water and
food security, and public health, which “can potentially lead to catastrophic
outcomes for human existence on this planet,” she warned.

“It is therefore, imperative to do everything in our power to halt the
destruction of nature,” she emphasized.

“We have two more years to go to redouble our efforts, [..] to design a new
deal for nature that will take us from 2020 to the middle of this century,”
she said, adding: “We don’t have much time. But we have a lot of power if we
work together, in a collaborative manner to change the way we use nature and
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biodiversity.

Martha Rojas-Urrego, Secretary General of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands,
drew attention to wetlands as being among the most biodiverse ecosystems on
earth — from which almost all freshwater supplies are drawn.

“Given the increasing human population and its dependence on water and
wetlands, we must work together in a collective, concerted and sustained
effort to conserve wetlands for the planet’s biodiversity and human
wellbeing,” she said.

For his part, David Morgan, from the UN-administered Secretariat of the
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES), reiterated
that “biodiversity loss has an enormous impact on our planet, for both the
natural environment and human beings.”

“Safeguarding biodiversity is among the key elements of the UN Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs),” he said.

“While we are still facing tremendous challenges, with the political will of
the world’s governments, we can protect the world’s biological diversity,” he
asserted, affirming CITES’ continued collaboration with CBD “to save our
common heritage for this and future generations.”

Record-high opium production in
Afghanistan creates multiple
challenges for region and beyond, UN
warns

Opium poppy cultivation in Afghanistan reached a record-high last year,
leading to unprecedented levels of potential heroin on the world market, the
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) said in a new report
released on Monday.

The report noted opium cultivation increased by 63 per cent; from 201,000
hectares in 2016 to an estimated 328,000 hectares in 2017.

UNODC said that it would be possible to produce between 550 and 900 tons of
export-quality heroin from the poppies harvested throughout the country
during 2017.

The report highlighted that the record level of cultivation creates multiple
challenges for the country and its neighbours, as opiate-based illegal drugs
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make their way across the Afghan border.

Poppy production and illicit trafficking of opiates also fuel political
instability, and increase funding to terrorist groups in Afghanistan who
profit from the trade.

The report revealed that the record-high production led to a rapid expansion
of the illegal economy in 2017. Being worth between $4.1 billion to $6.6
billion in 2017 — or 20 and 32 per cent of gross domestic product — the value
of the opiate-based economy exceeded by far, the value of Afghanistan’s legal
exports of goods and services during 2016.

Opium poppy production has become so engrained in the livelihood of many
Afghans, that it is often the main source of income for not only farmers, but
also many local and migrant workers hired as day-labourers on farms. In 2017,
opium poppy weeding and harvesting provided the equivalent of up to 354,000
full-time jobs to rural areas.

The report concluded that addressing the opiate problem in Afghanistan
remains a shared responsibility. Reducing production, requires an
international approach that targets the supply chain of opiates at every
stage; from source to destination.

‘Done right,’ expanded partnerships
can deliver more sustainable results -
deputy UN chief

Cooperation over development is critical in delivering the ambitious 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development, the UN deputy chief said on Monday,
calling for strengthened “multi-stakeholder” partnerships, and better policy
coordination.

Speaking at the Development Cooperation Forum — a high-level meeting seeking
greater policy coherence — Deputy Secretary-General Amina J. Mohammed said
that “done right,” such partnerships can deliver better and more sustainable
results.

“They can take inclusiveness to a new level,” she said.

In her remarks, the Deputy Secretary-General also underlined the importance
of leveraging the investment, innovation, and technological know-how of the
private sector.
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“Three years into the [2030 Agenda], diverse efforts offer much for us to
learn, particularly on how to do this best in different contexts,” said Ms.
Mohammed, highlighting also the potential of so-called blended financing.

In doing so, she called for public-private partnerships and investment
agreements to be accompanied by solid legal and regulatory frameworks, as
well as transparent accounting, and adequate risk-management measures.

Speaking alongside Ms. Mohammed, Marie Chatardova, the President of the
Economic and Social Council, called on all actors engaged in the field of
development to encourage candid discussion over strengthening partnerships.

“Let us not be shy to challenge each other’s ideas. I am convinced that an
open discussion will lead to a richer set of ideas and policy
recommendations,” she said.

She also called on the participants to explore how different actors can learn
from each other to achieve lasting results in the “ever-changing” development
landscape.

Also at the opening, Liu Zhenmin, Under-Secretary-General for Economic and
Social Affairs, outlined the findings of a new report on trends and progress
made in the field of international development cooperation.

Some of the key highlights, he said, included the need for development
cooperation to become more “risk informed” as well as strengthening the link
between development cooperation and climate action.

He also said that official development assistance (ODA), while limited within
the means of implementation overall, remained a distinct and vital source of
development finance.

“The [Development Cooperation Forum] should discuss specific steps to ensure
that ODA commitments are met, to bring more assistance to least-developed
countries and countries in special situations, and to strengthen effective
allocation and use of ODA,” he said.

Realistic solutions must form basis of
Global Compact for migration — UN
conference

Reflecting the reality of life on the ground for millions of migrants fleeing
their homes must form the basis of the upcoming United Nations-backed Global
Compact for migration, a hearing on the key issue was told on Monday.
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The preparatory conference at UN Headquarters in New York, was the fifth and
final hearing on the compact; with a focus on existing practices for safe,
orderly and regular migration. The General Assembly is due to hold an
intergovernmental conference with a view to adopting it later this year.

At Monday’'s session, entitled Migration — What’s Really Going On: Lessons
from the field, Miroslav Lajcdk, President of the General Assembly, recalled
the impact of past discussions which had focused around topics such as such
as people smuggling and trafficking; national and regional perspectives, and
misinformation over migration.

“They have allowed us to take a break from the politics — and focus, instead,
on the realities,” he said. “Migration affects all of society — so all of
society is needed, to respond,” he stressed.

While indicating that the needs and rights of migrants must be balanced with
those of States and communities, he pointed out that migration is nothing
new.

“We have centuries of policies and practices..trials and errors..successes and
failures to learn from,” he said.

He spoke of the need for policies that enabled development, safeguarded human
rights and ensured security, inviting all present to share ideas, solutions,
experiences and opinions.

“You are the reality checks; the sounding boards; the sources of information,
as we head into the final stages of negotiation,” he concluded.

Speaking next, Louise Arbour, Secretary-General of the Intergovernmental
Conference on International Migration, painted a picture of migration as
“highly time-bound and context specific,” saying that the Global Compact
should allow for “sufficient flexibility to calibrate policies to
continuously evolving context and reality.”

She flagged that many migrant workers face discrimination and exploitative
working conditions, despite most empirical evidence suggesting that
immigrants do not depress wages and living standards of native workers.

“Tailor made in-context specific solutions are required,” she stressed.
Adding, “The Compact should provide a compendium of desirable initiatives,
anchored in human rights in response to the interest and the circumstances of
all concerned.”

In his remarks, William Lacy Swing, Director General of the International
Organization for Migration (IOM), highlighted the importance of successful
stakeholder partnerships.

He said the Global Forum on Migration and Development, offered a clear
structure for policy-makers, practitioners, migrant organizations and the
private sector, among others.

He credited city mayors with developing tailor-made solutions to respond to
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migrants’ needs, saying “Local authorities are often the place where migrants
can have their demands heard.”

Finally, he explained how private sector partnerships have solidified many
migrants’ place in local labour markets.

“The sovereignty of States and multi-stakeholder engagement are not
inconsistent and should not be seen as mutually exclusive,” he said. “In
fact, multi-stakeholder partnerships can strengthen State sovereignty,” he
added.

National conversation reveals Libyans'’
desire for ‘united and sovereign
nation’: UN representative

Conversations taking place across Libya indicate that citizens are “yearning
for a united and sovereign nation,” the top United Nations official in the
country told the Security Council in New York on Monday.

UN Special Representative Ghassan Salamé updated ambassadors on the National
Conference which was launched in April, as a way of giving all Libyans a say
in responding to the country’s on-going crisis. So far it has been convened
in 27 different locations.

It is part of a UN Action Plan that provides for amending the Libyan
Political Agreement; the stalled 2015 deal aimed at establishing a single
national unity government, among other points.

Mr. Salamé reported that the process has drawn thousands of participants.

“Libyans from all political stripes and segments of society gathered to
enter the political conversation, many for the first time with an enthusiasm
that could not have been predicted,” he said, speaking via teleconference.

“They have made it their own.”

While elections must be held as soon as possible, the proper
conditions must be in place — Ghassan Salamé (UNSMIL)

The National Conference will run through June and is expected to take place
in more than 40 locations overall, including Libyan communities based
overseas.
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Special events focusing on the concerns of women, youth and internally
displaced persons will also be held.

Mr. Salamé said some points of consensus have emerged which show why
advancement of the political process is “so vital.”

They include “a yearning for a united and sovereign nation and a common
belief that, to achieve that, the state must be more decentralized.”

The UN Action Plan also calls for the preparation of elections and the
National Conference has revealed that Libyans want a vote which can unite the
country, as well as the means to emerge successfully from transition.

“While elections must be held as soon as possible, the proper conditions
must be in place,” Mr. Salamé said, underscoring the need for a new round of
voter registration; prior commitment to accepting the results; as well as
sufficient funding and security arrangements.

Regarding the amending of the Libyan Political Agreement, the UN envoy said
despite attempts to “reconcile various opinions,” parties are unwilling to
make concessions.

“By focusing on elections this year, amending the LPA rapidly shrinks in
importance,” he stated. “However, we must demand far more from the current
Presidential Council in their final remaining months, both in terms of
concretely preparing for the elections, and providing services to the
people.”

Mr. Salamé also briefed Council members on a new UN strategy to help Libya
deal with armed groups who continue to have what he has described as a
“perilous” influence on politics and the economy.

It involves direct engagement with these groups, in close consultation with
the government.

While the strategy “will not unravel armed groups tomorrow”, he said it “will
help the long process begin in earnest.”



