Getting the numbers right

I am glad to read today that the government is dropping the Chinese death
figures from CV 19 from it deaths graph, as they cannot be sure about the
basis on which they are compiled.

They might like to adjust the other country death figures to numbers per
million of population to make them a bit more meaningful. There will still be
differences in basis for regarding a death as a CV 19 death, and differences
from density of population and other factors not related to disease
management and healthcare.

I also read that London paramedic advice is being altered to ensure a higher
proportion of Covid 19 cases are taken to hospital. If this is true, then the
London figures for hospital admissions becomes a useless guide as recent
figures will clearly be relatively higher than older figures.

The government needs consistent and accurate figures as a basis for decision
making. Hospital admissions was the best series they showed, as I assume they
have in place the right procedures for counting patients actually in
hospital. They also said they tested the patients to see if they had CV 19.
No-one has any idea how many people in the community have or have had CV 19.
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